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DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 



REPORT 

OF THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 
FOR THE -YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 80. 1873. 



To his Excellency Governor O. B. Hart : 

God is on the side of the heaviest battalions' said a distin- 
guished soldier ; but the history of the East decade shows that 
God is on the side of the school house. In the late struggle 
between Germany and France, ninety-three per cent, of the 
German Army could read and write, and but thirty-three per 
cent, of the French forces ! The result of that contest has 
passed into history, and the superiority of cultivated mind oyer 
brute force is again manifest in strict accordance with tlie 
maxim, that knowledge is the true scarce of power \ 

The Constitution of this State declares that it is the highest 
duty of the State to make ample provision for the education ,oi" 
all the children residing within its borders, without distinction 
or preference, and I am forced to the conclusion that no govern- 
ment is worthy of confidence and support in this age of the 
world that neglects or ignores the education of the masses. 

The State owes to all its citizens a sound, practical education, 
nuchas will fit the individual for a full, fair comprehension iot" 
every duty that the State may lawfully enjoin. 

Does the State call upon the individual to la}' down life and 
property at its command ? 

Then it is but simple justice that the State furnish the indi- 
vidual with* fair opportunity to judge and decide that it is his 
duty to sacrifice bis life and property at its command ; aye more4 
it is the duty of the State to give the individual opportunity to 
make the sacrifice, if need be, lovingly, as a patriot, as a bene- 
factor of mankind. The limited resources of this State urge a 
judicious expenditure of its means in all departments of the 
government, bnt still it must ever be remembered that in supply- 
ing certain cardinal wants of a government, that what might 
seem to some a lavish expenditure of money, is not only justifi- 
able, but endorsed by every political economist as a sound, 
reasonable line of policy. The exact measure of the strength 
of any body is alwayB equal to its weakest point, whether the 



body be a steam boiler, an army, or a State government, and 
sound sense dictates that the weakest point should at all times 
be most carefully guarded. Place over and against this axiom 
the fact as is shown by the Ninth U. S. Census that there are 
^1,000 persons in the State of Florida who can neither read nor 
write, and yon have a fair intimation of one of the weak points 
of our government, and a point that cannot be too carefully 
guarded through its most proper means of defense, the Common 
i School. 

Our most argent want at present is first-class primary schools, 
such as will fit the pupil to enter the high school for a business 
, education, after the elementary instruction is finished. We need 
a wide diffusion of elementary learning, in its most practical 
form, and the higher institutions of learning will come in due 
time as the natural result of a first-class system of graded 
schools. The grade of learning, or scholarship most earnestly 
desired by the people ef this State, is that which can be turned 
to immediate practical use in the work shop, farm, store. 

Onr school system is good, and capable of indefinite expan- 
sion; it mainly requires time and opportunity to bring its work 
to a high state of perfection, I do no violence to the feelings 
of any when I state that the more intelligent classes in this 
State have never had the opportunity to become acquainted 
with the beneficent results of a well sustained first-class system 
of common schools, and there is a lack of that intense personal 
interest in tbe subject of common schools which is the strength 
. and beauty of every highly cultivated community in our com- 
mon country. 

It is also a fact, that I take a great pleasure in placing before 
four Excellency, viz : that there is a marked increase of favor 
in the minds ot many persons towards the school system that is 
fcigbly gratifying. 

The Boards of Public Instructions in the different counties 
are working harmoniously, and many good men, whom it would 
Le improper to mention by name, have put heart and soul into 
this educational work, and in quite a number of instances, 
money, land and school buildings have been, given to the Boards 
of Public Instruction in the several counties, and a commend- 
able spirit of liberality is manifest. A single county gave in 
private contributions $1,233.00, and this made up of small sums 
coming from a large number of persons. 

I had the honor, by appointment, to represent this depart- 
ment in the National Educational Association, at its Thirteenth 
Annual Meeting, Elmira, N. T., and read a paper on education 
tii the South, which may be found in the appendix. 

Questions of National importance were discussed by many of 
the leading minds in this nation, and conclusions were reached 



that must have a heaeficial result in all departments of public 
instruction. 

The claims of a National University were earnestly discussed, 
and the conclusion reached that it wat not desirable, for the 
following reasons : 

1st. That in all human probability it would be turned into a 
political machine, and run in the successive interests of parties 
to the detriment of the masses. 

2d, That it would divert the public mind from a great public , 
right, and correspondent individual responsibility, viz : the 
indisputable right of a free people to a system of public educa- 
tion, that shall be as free to all as the sun-light of heaven, and 
the absolute duty of every American citizen to insist on its . 
maintenance. 

3d. The logical and philosophical basis of a proper pnblic 
school system rests or depends for its real foundation on the 
right of every child in the State to demand at its hands that 
education that will qualify it for the best possible discharge of 
the duties of its future citizenship. 

4th. Self protection, in a Republican State, demands the- 
largest possible measure of that general intelligence, with which 
its citizenship is a permanent element of power, and without 
which Democratic Institutions are an impossibility for any 
length ot time. 

5th. The creative power of a man, in a material point of 
view, is the only reliable measure of his material value to thb 
State, Bnt his creative power depends upon his intellectual 
capacity, the scope and reach of which depends upon the educa- 
tion he receives. This may be illustrated by the creative power 
of a laborer, mechanic, an inventor as Whitney, the inventor of. 
the cotton gin ; here the creative power of one man changes thte 
commercial and political character of a whole nation. 

fith. That the endowed Academies of New England failed to 
fill the gap that exists in this country between the primary 
school and college or university proper, and that a well sustain- 
ed system of grammar schools to fit youth for college or the 
more earnest pursuits of business life, is what the necessities of 
the day demand. 

How suggestive are these thoughts to the people of Florida 
in connection with the present condition of Pnblic Schools in thin 
State. 

The gist of all discussions in the convention seemed directed 
to a single point, viz : How shall we best lift np the masses'? 
How shall we best give stability and permanence to republican 
ideas and institutions ? The answer seemed to be this : diffuse 
as widely as possible in every nook and corner of onr common 
country primary and grammar schools, that we may increase 



-rapidly the creative power of the individual and thus lift up the 
masses to a higher conception of the rights and duties of Ameri- 
can citizenship. 

fron in a bloom is not so valuable as when wrought into a keg 
•of* nails. The nails are not as valuable as a set of tools, or the 
stools as valuable as a handful of watch springs worth a fortune. 
What has caused the difference P The educating process. It is 
the same iron that was in the bloom, 

I have received many applications for school teaching, which 
I refer to the County Supt's. and Boards, whose decision is final 
as to the fitness of the applicants for a particular school. 

County Superintendents will assist greatly by furnishing 
me with the number of teachers they lack from time to time, 
and the salaries affixed to the several positions, that I may give 
proper direction to applicants. I would suggest the propriety 
of the Legislature making an appropriation for a teacher's Insti- 
tute at some prominent point in this State, at as early a day as 
practical, in order that public interest may be increased in rela- 
tion to our common school interest; that concert of action may 
be secured by all in the State who are disposed to advance the 
cause of public education ; to place the high and honorable mis- 
sion of a faithful teacher in its true light before the public mind ; 
to show clearly that common schools are in no sense pauper in- 
stitutions, but belong to a legitimate co-ordinate department of 
the government, and to deliberate upon the most practical meth- 
ods of imparting instruction to the pupils. 

The school law has worked well and is commending itself to 
tire confidence of the people. Some amendments have been sug- 
gested: 1st. That the County Boards of Instruction be limited 
to three members to increase efficiency and diminish expense. — 
2d. That the census be taken by the Superintendents once in five 
years. That the County Clerks be required by law to report 
quarterly all the fines belonging to the school fund to the Comp- 
troller, that the monies in the hands of the Sheriffs may be paid 
to the State Treasurer as the law directs. 

Earnest application has been made by Roman Catholics to 
this department for a division of the school money, on the ground 
of religious objections. I have invariably stated to all appli- 
cants tbat the law forbids any such arrangement. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

Great difficulty exists from want of uniformity in text books. 
Sfany are too poor to provide the required books, and others by 
reason of distance from stores where they are sold and other 
inconveniences. 

The first difficulty might be partly obviated by the Legislature 
flaking some provision. The second difficulty can be overcome 
to some extent by each County Board making an appropriation 



of ¥200 or $300 for a constant Book Fond. The actual coat of 
each book, deducted monthly from the salary of the teacher sap- 
plied, and the money again invested in hooks by the County 
Superintendents, who would be responsible to the Board of 
Public Instruction. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

The whole number of schools reported by my predecessor 
was 444, with 16,000 pupil*. There has been an increase of S3 
schools, making the entire number of common schools 500, with 
an average attendance of 36 pnpils or 18,000 for the entire State, 
exclusive of private schools. About one-fourth of the children 
enrolled arc in school, while the remaining three-fourths are 
without school privileges. The rate of increase since '68 has 
heen nearly uniform, hence it will require, unless additional 
stimulant is added, that the child born to-day must be 27 years 
of age before the entire children of the State could avail them- 
selves of school privileges. 

SCHOOL F02«JS. 

The interest on the common school fund apportioned among 
the several counties for the past year was $14,873.23. This 
amount was issued in warrants and sold for about 60 cents, 
which brought in cash $8,923.93, a fraction less than last year, 
as there was no addition of back interest on bonds to be added 
this year, $1.43 per child. From the defective character of the 
returns, it is difficult to state with precision the amount raised 
by taxation in the several counties. 

Including the one mill constitutional tax, it may be estimated at 

ibout $80,000 00 

Add to this private contributions 10,000 09 

Feabotly Fund 8,800 00 

Interest on School Fund 8,923 93 

Total $107,723 93 

The aid bestowed by the Peabody Fund is of great value, as 
it enables the Boards to sustain for about ten months a class of 
schools, that are models of what good schools ought to be. The 
following is a list of places so benefitted : 



Jacksonville $1,400 

St. Augustine 1,300 

Gainesville 1,000 

Key West 1,000 

Tallahassee 800 

Madison 600 

Live Oak 600 

Lake City 300 



MoDlicello 301 

Tampa 880 

Ocnla 800 

Quiney 200 

Apalnchicola 200 



Total $8,800 



The following table has been prepared showing the bonds con- 
stituting the main part of the Common School and Seminary 
Funds, the interest of which is by the Constitution and Laws of 
the State annually apportioned among the several counties : 
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Statement of Bonds belonging to the School HUnd in the hands of 0. A. CowgiH, Comptroller, Sept. 30, 1873. 



BONDS OF— 



9—7 per cent. Slate of Florida. 



33-7 
«— 7 

10—8 
1-7 
1-0 
1-0 
1—4 
l-a 
0—7 
1—8 
1-8 
1-8 



Uo 
Jo 
do 
do 
do 
is 

do 

do 
Fla. R R. 
Putnam county. 
Marion county. 
Gadsden county. 



NUMBER. 



78 to 80 inclusive. " 

(211, 218, 215, 321 to) 

1 253 inclusive, 255. J 

241, 390 lo 304 inclusive. 
421 to 429 inclusive, 431. 



( 254 to 257 inclusive, ) 
} 260, 841 to 334 inclu. \ 



AMOUNT. 



$0,000. 

35,000 
0,000 
5,000 

29,747 

1,000 

5,000 

505 

99,500 
9,000 
3,000 
1,000 
8,000 



BOND 
WUEN ISSUED. 



January 1, 1857. 

do 

do 
January 1, 1807. 
October 23, 1867. 
June 10, 1856. 
Marcli 29, 1856. 
May 10, 1850. 
January 1, 1803. 
January 1, 1857. 



BOND WEEN DDE. 



1st Jan'y, 1687. 
do 
do 

1st July, 1881. 
1st Jan'y, 1883. 
1st April, 1860. 
9tii June, 1800. 
10th May, I860, 
let Jan'y, 1883. 
lBt March,' 1891. 



INTEREST 

WHEN 
TAYABLE. 



Semi Annual. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do - 
do 
do 
do 
do 



Balance duo of about $3,500. 

Balance due of $21.73 March 20, 1853. 

Matter in controversy — balance claimed as due by 
both 1he State and County, 
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i&atettimt of Bonds belonging to the Setninary Xlmdin the hands of C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, ikpt. 80, 1873. 



BONDS OV— 

• ; 


H UMBER. 


AMOUNT. 


BOM) \v HEN ISSUED. 


BOND 'WirKN DUE. 


INTEREST WHEN 
PAYABLE. 


1—7 per cent. Pta. R R. 


258 


|1,000 00 


January 1, 1857. 


1st March, 1891. 


Semi- An Dual. 




1-8 


Slate of Florida, 




3,300 00 
500 00 


June 10, 1856. 
July 1,1801. 


10th June, 1866. 
1st July, 1881. 


do 
do 




1-8 ' 


do 


430 




1-8 ' 


do 


433 


GOO 00 


do 


do 


do 




1—7 


do 


76 


1,600 00 


January 1, 1857, 


1st Jan'y, 1887, 


do 




1-7 ' 


do 


77 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1-7 ' 


do 


316 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1—7 ' 


do 


317 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1—7 ' 


do 


318 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1-7 ' 


do 


310 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1-7 ' 


do 


320 


1,000 00 


do 


do 


do 




1-8 ' 


do 




60,082 45 


January 1, 1801 


1st Jan'y, 1883. 


do 











March? \SR$ by SKK5 S &SS&S?* ^^ ° f ^^ "* iM °° ^ C ° UUly ^ ** |, '° W ' doe 
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There are also Id the office of the State Treasurer sixty-one 7 
per cent, bonds of $100 each, dated January I, 1B71, belonging 
to the Common School Fund, and seventy -seven of the same 
bonds belonging to the Seminary Fund. 

staoumr. 

Common School Fund. 

Pbincipal— 

Bonds in Comptroller's office, (omitting Gadsden- county) $203,753 6H 

Bonds in Treasury 8,100 00 

Increase from fines, sales of lands, less $8,457.08 invested in 

bonds above mentioned in Treasurer's office 21,933 08 

Appropriation by Legislature, 1869. 50,000 00 

Additional sales of lands for 1873 2,885 1 1 

Total ■. $284,671 67 

Seminary Mind. 



t ( 



Patsctp.K. 

Bonds in Comptroller's office $73,272 4"i 

Bonds in Treasurer's office 7,700 00 

Increase (Tom sales of land less $0,870 invested in last men- 
tioned bonds f ... 9,824 92 

Additional sales of lands for 1878 423 28 

Total ,,.. f83,241 20 

SCHOOL LANDS. 

The School Lauds in this State consist of lands granted under 
a general law bestowing the 16th section in every township for 
the support of schools in that township, which enure to the bene- 
fit of the schools immediately npon the survey of such townships. 
The precise quantity, therefore, is constantly varying, but if the 
number of townships now surveyed be estimated at 1,000, which 
is not far from the truth, and the sections are given an average 
area of one square mile, wo have C40,0Q0 acres as the amount of 
School Lands. The exact amount is 704,692.21 acres; the bal- 
ance nnsold is near 590,014.87. 

SEMIXAUY LAKHS. 

The Seminary Lands consist of lands granted by the general 
government for the special support of two seminaries in Florida, 
one east and the other west of the Suwannee river. The amount 
approved to the State for seminary purposes is 85,714.08 acres. 
Under existing laws, the control and disposition of the School 
and Seminary Lands is entrusted to the State Board of Educa- 
tion, composed of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the 
Secretary of State, and the Attorney General ; and the proceeds 
of sale are devoted exclusively to educational purposes. To save 
the Department of Education the expense of maps and clerk hire, 
an arrangement exists by which application for School and Sem- 



u 

inary Lands are made through the State Land office, bat all 
deeds of these lands are executed by the members of the State 
Board of Education, who control their disposition, and the re- 
ceipt of applications and preparation, oi deeds constitute the only 
connection had with this Department. 
This view of School and Seminary Lands will close witb a 

BECAPrtCXATION. 

Amount of Seminary Lauds, approved acres 85,714.08 

Amount of Seminary Lands sold up to .Ian"y 1 , 1873 45,943.34 

Leaving unsold 30,771.74 

School Laods sold during 1873, 3,131.58 aeres . - f 3,885 11 

Seminary Lands sold during 1873, 300.31 acres 423 88 

f 8,808 8? 
APPOBTtOSSIKXT OF KCUOOI, FtTCTO FOE 1874. 

COUNTIES. 

1— Alachua 

3— Baker 

3— Bradford 

4— Brevard.. 

5 — Calhoun 

0— Clay 

7— Columbia 

8— Dade 

9— Duval 

10— Escambia 

11— Franklin , 

13 — Gadsden 

13 — Hamilton 

14 — Hernando. 

15 — Hillsborough 

16 — Holmes 

17— Jackson 

18 — Jefferson 

19— Lafayette 

20— Leon ,* - 

21— Levy 

S3— Liberty.. 

33 — Madison 

34— Manatee , 

35 — Marion 

20 — Monroo 

37 — Nassau 

36 — Orange 

39— Polk , 

30 — Putnam 

31 — Santa Rosa 

33— St. Johns 

33 — Snmter 

34 — Suwannee , 

35— Taylor 

30 — Volusia 



COTJFOKS. 


ram. 


TOTAL. 


$33 80 


$871 05 


(904 45 


4 25 


118 12 


117 37 


10 10 


270 21 


280 37 


60 


16 07 


16 67 


3 59 


95 49 


99 08 


' 8 95 


104 98 


108 M 


34 05 


639 31 


689 M 


36 


D 68 


10 04 


41 27 


1,096 73 


1.137 99 


35 00 


930 14 


905 14 


3 65 


97 23 


100 88 


38 28 


7r,l 55 


779 83 


10 00 


265 05 


375 05 


7 43 


197 57 


205 00 


89 


263 85 


272 74 


5 01 


133 20 


138 37 


21 87 


581 10 


603 97 


37 37 


903 00 


1,030 46 


5 88 


154 00 


160 79 


51 33 


1,361 32 


1,418 82 


5 13 


136 17 


141 39 


2 77 


73 60 


76 37 


38 40 


1,033 90 


1,060 42 


S 83 


154 90 


160 79 


37 03 


983 09 


1,031 02 


15 81 


420 33 


43fi 18 


12 48 


842 20 


354 74 


87 


169 68 


176 05 


5 24 


139 46 


144 70 


10 03 


382 60 


203 23 


18 81 


353 88 


367 19 


7 18 


190 98 


198 16 


20 


244 64 


653 84 


10 63 


383 41 


293 03 


380 


101 13 


104 91 


3 06 


81 54 


84 00 



12 



COUNTIES, 
37~WakuJla. . . . 
38— Walton..... 
3*— Washington 



COUPONS. 
5 83 

8 13 
7 43 


FUND. 
154 06 

315 78 
187 57 


TOTAL. 
160 70 
223 90 

305 00 



$545 28 $14,404 02 $15,030 30 



CENSUS OF CHILDREN 1871 AND 1873. 



Countkg. 

Alachua* 

Baker 

Bradford 1,400 

Brevard*. 

Caluoun 

Clay* 

Columbia 3518 

Dude* 

Duval 

Escambia 

Franklin 

Gadsden 

Hamilton* 

Hernando 

Hillsborough 

Holmes 

Jackson* 

Jefferson 

Lafayette* 

Leon , 

Levy 

Liberty* 

Madison 

Manatee 

Marion 

Monroe 

Nassau* 

Orange 

Polk* 

Puinam , 

Santa Rosa*. 

St. Johns*. 

Sumter. 

Suwannee. 

Taylor* 

Volusia* 

Wakulla* 

Walton... 

Washington 



Total 63,669 ' 74,828 



11,958 



1871. 


1878. 


Itusreate. Decraue. 


4,500 


4,500 




649 


584 


35 


1,400 


1,395 


5 


83 


83 




330 


493 


163 


643 


543 




3,218 


3,300 


82 ...... 


50 


50 




3,650 


5,662 


2,012 


3,489 


4,802 


3,313 


414 


503 ' 


88 


1,845 


3,880 


3,035 


1,373 


1,373 




818 


1,020 


302 


1,039 


1,357 


818 


462 


688 


226 


3,000 


3,000 




4,918 


5,127 


209 


800 


800 




6,007 


7,028 


1,021 


650 


70S 


53 


380 


380 




4,976 


5576 


300 


615 


800 


185 


3,659 


.1,080 


2,421 


3,314 


2,170 


144 


1,767 


1,767 




480 


876 


306 


720 


720 




1,851 


1,459 


392 


1,827 


1.827 




986 


986 




089 


1,363 


294 


1,280 


1,458 


178 


522 


532 




421 


421 




800 


800 




1,148 


1,114 


34 


997 


1,020 


23 



Counties marked * did not send in the census of children this year. 
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THE AGRICTJLURAL COLLEGE. 

To Hon. 3. C. Gibbs, Superintendent of Public Instruction for 
the State of Florida : 

The Directors of the Florida State Agricultural College, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of law, and the by-laws of the Board 
of Directors, respectfully report to you their doings as such Di- 
rectors, by submitting the following abstract from their records 
prepared and submitted by the Secretary of their Board. 

REPORT OP THE SECRETARY TO THE BO ABU OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
FLORIDA STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

Messrs. President and Directors of the Florida State Agricul- 
tural College: 

Gentlemen : According to the provisions of the law estab- 
lishing the Florida State Agricultural College, and agreeably to 
the by-laws of your honorable board, I have the honor to submit 
the following as an abstract of the record of the doings of the 
board as the same now appear on record, together with an ab- 
stract of the records of the action of the Executive Committee of 
said Board, in the belief that such full abstract will furnish the 
most satisfactory account of their action in the transaction of the 
important business intrusted to their control: 

director's meeting. 

Tallahassee, January 9, 1879. 
The Directors assembled in the office of Hon. Charles Beech er, 
Superintendent of Pnblic Instruction, at 1 A. M, on the 9th day 
of January, A. D. 1873 — a quorum being present. 

The Treasurer then presented his report as required by law 
as follows: 

To Hon. Charles Beechee, Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion : 

As Treasurer of the Directors of the Florida State Agricul- 
tural College, I am required by law to report annually to you 
the financial transactions of the board. 

I beg leave to state that no funds of an; description having 
come to the charge or under the control of the Directors of the 
college, for its benefit, no financial report can well be made. 

The expectations of the receipt of the Agricultural Scrip, en- 
tertained by the Directors at their last meeting, have been dis- 
appointed by the utter failure of all the efforts of the Executive 
Committee to secure any portion of the scrip belonging to the 
State. . Respectfully submitted, 

J. S. Adams, Treasurer. 






L 
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Upon motion, the report was accepted and adoptecTby a unan. 
imous vote, and was ordered to be recorded. 

The special committee appointed at the last meeting of the 
Directors to prepare and report a general plan and character to 
be assumed by the Florida State Agricultural College was then 
•■ailed upon for and they presented a report as follows : 

To the Son. the JKi-ectora of the Florida Statu Afirkwtivral 
College : 

Gbntlbmek : Your Commissioners who were instructed to re- 
port for your consideration a plan and coarse of study for the 
Florida State Agricultural College, having given to the matter 
such consideration as has been practicable, beg leave to report 
that they arc prepared to report the general plan upon which 
they recommend that the college shall be conducted, bnt arc 
not prepared to report in detail the course of study that shall be 
adopted. 

Whatever may be the general plan adopted, much care, labor 
aud thought will, of necessity, be required in so framing it as 
to secure at once the greatest degree of conformity to the gen- 
eral plan adopted, and also of adaptation to the present and 
actual educational wants of the people of the State, and to those 
legitimate and proper growing necessities for moral, mental and 
physical culture, which may be well hoped for and expected in 
the future from an ambitious and improving people. 

And in order to do this successfully and so determine and ar- 
range the course of study as to insure a respectable measure of 
success, the assistance and constant advice of practical and pro- 
fessional teachers, and desirably of the teachers who will be en- 
gaged to give instruction in the course of study that will be es- 
tablished, in the opinion of your Commissioners, will be abso- 
lutely necessary. ^- 

We therefore recommend that the arrangement of the details 
of the course of study, and the determination of the time and 
labor that shall be given to each particular branch or topic, as 
well as the degree of mastery that shall be exacted, be not finally 
determined until teachers are employed for the new college, 
and thus their valuable assistance be secured in framing the 
course of study in whose success they will have a vital and con- 
tinning interest. 

In regard to the general plan or character that should now 
be so permanently fixed upon the college as to determine for all 
time its general scope and direction, your Commissioners report : 

That such general scope and character should now be given 
to the contemplated institution, whose foundation you, the 
directors, are about to establish, as will secure beyond any risk 
of change such a character and administration m will give the 
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utmost practicable conformity with the legislation of Congress 
and with that of the State. 

First. By specially adapting the college to snpply the educa- 
tional necessities of the practical working classes, and better fit 
them for those agricultural and mechanical pursuits which, 
whether from choice or necessity, they will be called to follow. 

Second. To accomplish this result by giving special promi- 
nence and constant attention to the fundamental branches, and 
to those topics and branches which are of necessity closely re- 
lated to and necessary for successful prosecution of an infinite 
variety of mechanical and agricultural labor to which the indus- 
trial cl assess in this State habitually apply themselves. 

Third, To develop physical strength, and at the same time to 
train growing citizens in habits of due subordination to proper 
and rightful authority, bv placing the new college under the 
strict control of military discipline. 

Fourth. To more perfectly adapt the institution to its special 
purpose and at the same time to assist effectively in "promoting 
the economy of its management by devoting a portion of the 
time of teachers and pupils to the practical pursuits of agricul- 
ture, horticulture, and the mechanic arts, making it 'partially a 
manual-labor school, able by the results of the labor of its stu- 
dents to assist in its own maintenance as largely as possible- 
Fifth. To adapt the college, in its agricultural character, to 
the pecoliar semi-tropical character of the vegetable capacity of 
Florida, and thus avail ourselves to the fullest possible extent of 
the climatic advantages of the State. 

The chairman of your committee will verbally address you 
on the considerations which have induced to the adoption of the 
conclusions reached, and your Commissioners will now close their 
report by presenting their results in the form of several resolu- 
tions, whose adoption they rqpommend, and a certified copy of 
the resolutions, if adopted, will furnish the best possible evi- 
dence of the sincerity and good faith of the State in accepting 
the grant : 

Wheeeas. The State of Florida, by an act of its Legislature 

entitled An act , approved , 1 8 — , did fnlly and 

formally accept the grant, by act of Congress, approved July 2, 
1882, of lands in aid of the establishment of a State Agricultural 
College, with all its conditions and binding obligations ; and 
whereas, by an act of the Legislature approved February 17, 
1872, the State of Florida did proceed to secure the organization 
of the Florida Agricultural College, and to provide for its support 
in full accordance with the act of Congress granting the lands ; 
and whereas, the organization of the Florida Agricultural College 
was completed by the election and acceptation of the necessary 
directors and officers on the 20th day of March, 1872 ; now, 
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therefore, in order to fix for the College such permanent gen- 
eral features as shall insure its present and continuing accord- 
ance with the United States and State legislation to which it 
owes its origin, it is by the directors of the Florida Agricultural 
College 

He solved, First — That the Florida Agricultural College shall, 
in general as well as in all necessary particulars, specially aim 
to adapt its ministrations to the educational necessities of the 
practical working classes, by the selection of such topics for 
thought and branches of study for' instruction therein as will 
most directly and most certainly fit them for industrial pursuits, 
whether agricultural or mechanical, which the majority of such 
classes, whether from choice or necessity, will be apt to follow. 
Second — It shall, in order to obtain this result, give special 
prominence and constant attention to arithmetic, algebra, survey- 
ing, geography, natural history, English language, natural phi- 
losophy, chemistry, geology, botany, and to other similar and 
kindred branches which most particularly relate to and are most 
directly necessary in the successful prosecution of the mechan- 
ical and agricultural labors to which the industrial classes in 
this State habitually apply themselves, without excluding other 
classical and scientific branches, that iu the future may become 
desirable. 

Third — It shall be a leading aim of the College at all times to 
aid in the development of physical strength and symmetry, and 
at the same time do its part in endeavoring to train its students 
in habits of due subordination to proper and rightful authority, 
so indispensable to republican citizenship, by placing the new 
college under regular and steady military discipline, while instruc- 
tion in military art and tactics snail be imparted to all. 

Fourth — It shail be the constant purpose of directors and 
instructors to adapt the college to its special purposes, and like- 
wise to provide thorough economy in its management by regu- 
larly devoting a portion of the time of teachers and scholars to 
the regular and practical pursuit of agriculture, horticulture, and 
the mechanic arts, making it in fact, to some extent, a manual- 
labor school, and enable it thus, from the results of its own labor, 
to contribute as largely as possible to its own support and main- 
tenance. 

Fifth — It shall also be a matter of special effort to adapt the 
college, in its agricultural and horticultural character, to the 
peculiar and unique semi-tropical character of the vegetable 
capacity of Florida, and thus inculcate among the people a 
strong and intelligent determination to avail themselves, as 
fully as possible, of the valuable climatic advantages of the 
State. 
With the assistance and advice of the Commissioner of Agri- 
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culture, and with his co-operation, the directors shall establish 
an extensive nursery for the in trod action and cultivation of those 
rare and precious tropical aud semi-tropical plants and fruits 
that can iu all the United States be only raised by open-air cul- 
ture in Florida,- and thus endeavor to furnish a valuable adjunct 
to the natural department of agriculture. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J, S. Adams, Committee. 

Upon motion, the report was, with the resolutions therein. 
accepted and adopted by unanimous vote. 

Hon. J. T. Walls then suggested' that the Florida State Agri- 
cultural College be located in Alachua county, on the line of 
the Florida Railroad, and made the following proposition in 
writing : 

To the Directors of the Florida State Agricultural College : 

Gentlemen* : I am authorized by Hon. D. L. Yulee, and the 
citizens of Alachua county, to endeavor to secure the location of 
the Florida State Agricultural College on the line of the Florida 
Railroad within the limits of Alachua county, and to guarantee 
that if such location be made, a donation to the College shall be 
made of fifty thousand dollars in cash, and twenty thousand 
acres of land, to be selected by a committee to be appointed by 
the Directors of the College, aud that free transportation on the 
Florida Railroad shall be given for all the materials necessary to 
be used in the construction of the requisite buildings. 

The proposition of Mr. Walls was then accepted by unani- 
mous vote. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That iu view of the proposition made to the Direc- 
tors on the part of Mr. Yulee and the citizens of Alachua county, 
3nd the acceptance of the same by the Directors, the Florida 
State Agricultural College is hereby located in Alachua county, 
on the line of the Florida Railroad, in such precise locality as 
may be selected by the Executive Committee of the Directors, 
who are hereby specially empowered and requested to make such 
location and selection as soon as practicable. 

Upon motion, Hon, W. D. Bloxbam was chosen as a member 
of the Executive Committee to fill the vacancy caused by the re- 
moval from the State of Hon. Peter Knowles. 

The following resolution wasHben offered : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the Board be, and 
they hereby are authorized aud fully empowered and are reques- 
ted to draw and receive from the Secretary of the Interior, the 
Agricultural College Scrip belonging to this College, and to dis- 
pose of the same at not less than eighty-five cents per acre, the 
2 
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proceeds to be deposited with Jay Cooke & Co., or some other 
bankers of equal reputation, subject lo the draft of the Executive 
Committee, or to locate said scrip on Western lands, at the dis- 
cretion of the committee. 

The resolution after full discussion was adopted by unanimous 
vote. 

records op the executive committee. 

Taixaiiassee, Jauuaby 15, 1873. 

The Executive Committee of the Directors of the Florida State 
Agricultural College assembled in the office of Hon. John "Var- 
num in Tallahassee on the 15th day of January, 1873, when 
were present Messrs. Walls, Meacham, Varnum and Adams, conr 
stiluting a quorum of the Committee. 

Hon. Robert Meacham was selected to act as chairman. 

TTpon motion it was by unanimous vote 

Unsolved, That the Executive Committee as a whole will act as 
special committee to select and locate the lands that are to be 
given to the State Agricultural College under the proposition of 
Mr. Yttlee and the citizens of Alachua county, as made to and 
accepted by the Directors at their meeting of January 0, 1873. 

The following resolution was offered : 

Meaolved, That J. S. Adams, Secretary and Treasurer, is here- 
by directed to take all necessary measures immediately to draw 
and receive from the Secretary of the Interior the Agricultural 
College Scrip belonging to the College, and to dispose of the 
same in accordance with the resolution of the Directors, adopted 
at their meeting of Jauuary 9, 1873. 

And said Secretary and Treasurer is hereby fully empowered, 
by and ; for the Executive Committee to make and execute all 
contracts and assignments necessary in drawing and disposing 
of said scrip, the proceeds of the sale thereof to be deposited 
with Jay Cooke & Co., or some other bankers of equal reputa- 
tion, subject to the draft of the Executive Committee, as directed 
in said resolution of the Directors of January 9, 1873, 

The resolution after full discussion was adopted by unani- 
mous vote. 

March 11, 1873.— At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
of Florida State Agricultural College, held at Tallahassee on the 
11th day of March A. D. 1873, a quorum being present, the fol- 
lowing preamble «nd resolutions were adopted by unanimous 
vote: 

Wheekas, J. S. Adams was by the Directors and the Exec- 
utive Committee of the Florida State Agricultural College duly 
authorized to assign and legally transfer the Agricultural College 
scrip belonging to said College ; and whereas, said Adams, unable 
to leave home to accomplish said trust, did, heretofore by power of 
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attorney, attempt to give authority to VV. D. Bloxham to assign 
and transfer said scrip, in Hen of himself, which anthority, by 
decision of the Department, cannot thus be given ; therefore, it 
is by the Executive Committee, 

Resolved, That William D. Bloxham as Vice President, and 
one of the Executive Committee of the Florida State Agricnltn- 
ral College, be and he is hereby fully authorized to proceed to 
Washington, and on the consummation of the sale of the Agri- 
cultural scrip belonging to said College, at not less than ninety 
cents per acre, as provided in previous resolutions of the DiVe* 
tors and Executive Committee of said College, to assign and le- 
gally transfer said scrip to any purchaser complying with the 
conditions heretofore prescribed by the Directors of said College, 
and set forth in the power of attorney heretofore issued by said 
Adams to said Bloxham, 

Resolved, That said Bloxham is requested to procure a proper 
seal for the use of the Secretaiy and one for the Treasurer 
of said College, in lieu of the seal of the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration hitherto adopted and used as the seat of the 
College. 

director's mkktisi;. 

Tallahassee, May 22, I&73, 

Upon the call of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the 
Directors of the Florida State Agricultural College assembled 
in the office of the Superintendent on the 22d day of May, 1873. 
a quorum being present. 

Hon. W. D, Bloxham, who had been authorized by the Exec- 
utive Committee to transfer aud assign the Agricultural College 
scrip belonging to the College, then made full report of his do- 
iags in the negotiation, referring to a detailed report which he 
had heretofore caused to be printed in the " Floridian," and also 
making verbal report of bis subsequent action. 

The report was received, accepted and approved, and the 
printed report ordered to be recorded. 

Upon motion, the following resolutions were adopted unani- 
mously : 

Resolved, That W, D, Bloxham, Vice President of the Direc- 
tors of the Florida State Agricultural College, is hereby tendered 
the thanks of the Directors for the faithful and efficient manner 
In which he has discharged hts trust in relation to the sale of the 
Agricultural scrip belonging to the College. 

Resolved, That the Directors hereby ratify and confirm the 
sale of the Agricultural scrip belonging to the College, heretofore 
effected by the Hon. W. D. Bloxham with F. (jr. Lewis, and the 
Board hereby guarantee the faithful carrying out and fulfillment 
of said contract in fnll accordance with the terms thereof. 
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Resolved, That the Secretary is requested to prepare and for- 
ward to Mr. Lewis a certified copy of. these resolutions. 

After a discussion of the matter of consummating the location 
of the College, it was unanimously 

Resolved. That the Executive Committee, with the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, after due notification to the citi- 
zens of Alachua county, will, on the 5th day of June, proceed 
to the city of Gainesville and consummate the location of the 
College in said county upon receipt of the titles to the twenty 
thousand acres of land and the $50,000 guaranteed in the written 
proposition made to and accepted by this Board, or determine 
the failure of the conditional location heretofore made, on ac- 
count of the non-fulfilment of the guarantees given; and that 
the Secretary immediately notify the chairman of the County 
Commissioners of Alachua county and Hon. J. T. Walls of the 
passage of the above resolution. 

Resolved, That in case of the failure of the location of said 
College in Gainesville, the Secretary is requested by publication 
to invite propositions from different parts of the State for such 
location. 

J. S. Adams then tendered his resignation of the office of 
Treasurer, which was accepted. 

Upon nomination of Mr. Meacham, Hon. John Varnnm was 
elected Treasurer by unanimous vole. 

Upon motion, it was ordered that the papers necessary to 
finish the transfer of the scrip and the receipt and disposition of 
the proceeds thereof, be properly endorsed and turned over to the 
Treasurer for safe keeping and future disposition under the di- 
rection of the Executive Committee. 

The following communication was received from C. A. Cowgill, 
the Comptroller, and was ordered to be recorded and placed 
on file : 

Tallahassee, May 11, 1873. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to request that you will invest 
the money belonging to the Agricultural College in the new 
bonds of the State of Florida. 

I would not make this application did I not feel assured, both 
as a citizen and as Comptroller, knowing the resources of the 
State, that the investment will be perfectly secure, and more 
advantageous to the College than any likely to be made. 

These bonds arc sold at 80 cents, and bear interest payable 
semi-annually at six. per cent, in gold ; thus for tB00 yon get a 
bond for $1000, and when U. S. currenoy and gold are equal in 
value the interest is 7£ per cent, on your investment, and with 
gold at 14 per cent, premium (at or about which rate it will 
probably continue for some time,) the investment yields a trifle 
over 8+ per cent. 
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I inclose copy of a letter I sent to Bayue & Co., of New 
York, with whom I am successfully negotiating in reference to 
the return of the old hypothecated bonds of 1888 and 1869, and 
also refer yon to a statement published in the last Sentinel con- 
concerning the receipts and expenditures of the State since 1st of 
January, as evidences of our return to a healthful condition 
financially. 

If those interested in the future of our State, (and who is not ?) 
will cordially unite in assisting to restore our finances, we will 
soon be on a cash basis ; and I regard the expression of your 
confidence in the progressive prosperity of our State, as will be* 
evidenced by this investment, as a very important, and perhaps 
essential auxiliary. 

I am leaving for New York on business, and hope to hear 
from you formally, so that I can show to bankers the confidence 
your Beard reposes iu the recuperative energy of our State. 

Very respectfully, 

C. A. CowctLt, Comptroller. 
Trustees of the Florida Agricultural College. 



(copy.) 

Tbeasuey Department, State of Florida, 1 
Office of Comptroller, [• 

TaUahmseey Florida, April 23, 1873. ) 
Messes. L. P. Bayne & Co. : 

I send you a. statement of the debt of the State of Florida on 
April 1, 1873. During the first quarter of the year, the out- 
standing warrants have been increased by only $3,249.75, 
although all the expenses of the Legislature have been paid, and 
nine thousand dollars of the Lunatic Asylum debt, and also over 
$16,000 of deficiency appropriations, the amount of warrants 
issued to accomplish this buiug $145,491.93. 

The receipts into the Treasury during this quarter have been 
$167,945.25 — $15,911.16 of which has been expended in paying 
the interest on the bonds of 1871. 

The taxes that will be collected during the remainder of the 
year will pay all the interest due on the bonds of 1871, provide 
for the payment of the interest on the new bonds of 1873, and 
very nearly redeem all the outstanding warrants, so that on the 
first day of next January (if the proposed lonn be negotiated,) 
we shall be upon a cash basis with at least $100,000 in the 
Treasury. It was hoped that $150,000 would remain in the 
Treasury at that date, but investigations have proven that mort- 
money had been borrowed upon the hypothecated bonds by the 
late Governor than had been reported by him. 
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When we start upon a cash basis, with ail determined to act 
economically, we can reduce our State expenses to $200,000 pel- 
annum, and in addition to that sum, will have to raise (128,000 
Co pay interest on the bonded debt of $1,350,000 (counting six 
per cent, in gold as seven per cent, in currency,) to form a 
sinking fund and pay $20,000 interest on school and seminary 
debt, making $328,000 necessary to be raised annually to meet 
•II demands. 

To accomplish this, we have an actual assessed valuation of 
real estate and personal property of $30,000,000, and under 
the present law the rate is 70 cents for State purposes, making 
$210,000, 40 cents for interest on bonds ot 1873, and as much 
as may be necessary to pay interest, &c, on bonds of 1871. 
Besides this we get about $30,000 from licenses and commisr 
mom. 

Thus you see an ample security for the future payment of 

interest, &c, on new bonds, but in addition to this we may 

. reasonably take in account the bonafida increased value of real 

estate, and the greater valuation that will undoubtedly be placed 

upon the lands, this having been heretofore undervalued. 

From all these facts I have no doubt that Florida securities 
will soon reach as high as any State in the Union. 
Very Respectfully, 

C. A, Cowgill, 
L. P. Bayotj & Co., Comptroller. 

54 Broad st., New Tort, 



After a prolonged discussion in reference to the communica- 
tion and inclosure, it was unanimously 

Me^olved, That Treasurer "Varnum be authorized and directed 
to invest $80,000 of the proceeds of the sale of the Agricultural 
College Scrip, belonging to the Florida Agricultural College, 
and sold to F. G. Lewis under the direction of the Trustees, in 
the bonds of the State of Florida, as issued under Legislative 
authority in 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872 and 1873, in his 
discretion, upon conference with and the assent of the Executive 
Committee. 

Hon. J. C. Gibbs, Superintendent of Public Instruction, was 
then elected President of the Board of Directors. 



BKP0BT OF VICE-PRESIDENT EI.OXHAM. 

TaUalutssee, Florida, April 26, 1873. 
Hon. J. C. Gibbs, President Bourd of Trustees Florida 
Agricultural College: 
Sib — As the meeting of the Board of Trustees has been 



postponed until the 22d of May, owing to the necessary absence _ 
of the Secretary and Treasurer, I deem it my duty, as it certainly ' 
is my pleasure, to make to you my report in regard to the Bale 
of the Florida Agricultural College Scrip. I shall enter more 
into detail and present some records from the action of the 
Board, which would not be done hut for the ridiculous criticisms 
that have been made upon the transaction. 

Having had previous correspondence with parties in rela- 
tion to the sale of said scrip, during the time that I acted as 
President of the Board, I visited Washington in the latter 
portion of last November with the following authority : 

To Hok. W. D. Hi.oxri a m, Vice-President, of Directors of 

Florida State Agriultitral VoUege : 

Sir — You are, by direction of the Executive Committee of 
Florida State Agricultural College, hereby authorized to receive 
the Agricultural College Scrip belonging to the State of Florida, 
and to dispose of the same, or of all right thereto, at the rate 
of not less than eighty-five cents on the dollar, depositing the 
proceeds with Jay Cooke & Co., in the City of Washington, 
subject to the order of the Board indicated by resolution and 
signed by the President and Treasurer. 

J. S. Adams, Chairman. 

In accordance with this authority, I entered into a contract 
with Mr. G. F. Lewis, of Cleveland, Ohio, for the sale of said 
scrip at 90 cents per acre. I had frequently before, as President 
of the Board, (having served as President for two years) given 
authority to other parties to apply for and receive the scrip. 
For four years we had been defeated, owing to claims being set 
up against the Stale by the general government. Being both 
unable and unwilling to remain in Washington for months, with 
the prospect of being again unsuccessful, as previous efforts 
gave no encouragement, I gave Mr. Lewis authority to draw 
the scrip from the department. I did in this just what every 
other State had done, whose scrip had not been delivered before 
the sale thereof. This has been seized hold of to create the 
impression that we were in danger of losing the benefits of the 
sale. Never was an assertion more ignorantly made, as any 
one knows who has the slightest acquaintance with the practice 
and law in such cases. The law renders the scrip go much 
blank paper until it receives the seal and signature of some one 
authorized by the State to do so. Suppose it had been lost? 
The department, upon evidence of the same, could have renewed 
it. Suppose, violent as the supposition is, that iny name had 
been forged to the same, and the seal of the college, which no 
one had, had have been forged also. Still the State conld not 
have suffered. The Interior Department has full and absolute 
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.control over the same until patents for the land have been issued 
— hence it con Id have been checked at any and every stage. 
The contract itself expressly says, "upon said Lewis notifying 
said Bloxham that said scrip has been issued, said college will 
cause the same to be legally assigned and transferred in the 
usual manner." So much for this ignorant criticism. 

THE ASSIGNMENT. 

Having had so many failures in the past, it was suggested to 
Mr. Adams, he being Secretary of the Board and chairman of 
the committee, at a meeting on the 15 th of January, that as 
there was a probability of his going on to Washington, he had 
better take foil authority from the Board also, as he might be 
able to furnish other papers if they were necessary, or to make 
other arrangements if Mr. Lewis should fail. In a few days 
after, to- wit, on the 19th of January, I was notified that the 
scrip had been received by Mr. Lewis. The Governor of the 
State was also notified of the transaction. It has been asked 
why this action of the Board on the 15th of January, when 
the scrip had been delivered to Mr. Lewis on the 10th of the 
same month ? Simply because we had not been notified. Mr. 
Lewis carried the scrip from Washington to Cleveland, and 
upcn his arrival there at once notified me. Five days, as every 
one knows, was not sufficient time to accomplish this. 

When it was ascertained that Mr. Lewis had received the 
scrip under my contract, application was made at the General 
Land Office for me to assign the same. It was decided that my 
authority did not give me the right to assign. Any one will 
perceive by reading it that the authority to assign is not 
expressly conveyed. Upon examining Mr. Adams' authority, I 
saw that he had the right to " make all contracts and assign- 
ments " — hence I applied to him, there being no meeting of the 
Board, either to go ou himself or to convey to me his authority. 
This he did on the first day of February. I forwarded on this 
power of attorney. The department again decided that this 
was insufficient. The power delegated to Mr. Adams could not 
be by him delegated to me. 

At this time and in order to meet the emergency, a quorum of 
the Executive Committee met and took the following action: 

Tallahassee. March 11, 1873. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Florida 
State Agricultural College, held at Tallahassee on the 11th of 
March, 1873, present Win. D. Bloxham, John Varnum, and J. 
S. Adams, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted 
by unanimous vote : 
Wheheas, J. S. Adams was, by the Directors and the Execu- 
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tive Committee of the Florida State Agriultural College, duly 
authorized to assign and legally transfer (he Agricultural 
Scrip belonging to said College ; and 
Wuekeas, Said Adams, unable to leave home to accomplish 
said trust, did heretofore, by power of attorney, attempt to 
give authority to W. T>. B I ox ham to assign and transfer said 
scrip id lieu of himself, which authority, by decision of the 
department, cannot thus be given ; therefore, it is by the 
Executive Committee 

Resolved, That William D. Bloxham, as Vice-President and 
one of the Executive Committee of the Florida State Agricut 
tural College, be and he is hereby folly authorized to proceed to 
Washington, and on the consummation of the sale of the 
Agricultural Scrip belonging to said College, at not less than 
ninety (00) cents per acre, as provided in previous resolutions of 
the Directors and Executive Committee of said College, to 
assign and legally transfer said scrip to any purchaser comply- 
ing with the conditions heretofore prescribed by the Directors 
of said College and Bet forth in the power of attorney hereto- 
fore issued to said Bl ox ham by said Adams. 

Resolved, That said Bloxham is requested to procure a proper 
seal for the use of the Secretary and one for the Treasurer of 
said College, in lieu of the seal of the Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration hitherto adopted and used as the seal of the 
College. A true record. Attest : 

J. S. Adams, Secretary. 

It is somewhat strange that this document does not appear ia 
.the published list. Was it because it threw too much light 
upon the transaction and showed why it was that "these supple- 
mentary papers were procured by Mr. Bloxham and sent on ts 
Washington at the request of the purchaser, after the scrip had 
been delivered ? " This document was sent on to the depart- 
ment at Washington. But possibly "public curiosity would 
have been gratified " had this link in the chain of circumstances 
been published, and nothing left to create a temporary sensation 
upon. This authority proving sufficient, one piece of the scrip 
was forwarded to me to fill up the blank and sign the same in 
the presence of two witnesses. This I did, and signed the same 
in the presence of Hon. S. B. McLin, Secretary of State, and 
Hon. C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller. This was forwarded on, and 
on the flth of April I received a telegram that the assignment 
had been approved. On the 8th I left for Cleveland. 

THE PAYMENT. 

During the unavoidable delay occasioned by the transmission 
of and decision upon the authorities forwarded, the correspon- 
dence between Mr. Lewis and myself resulted in his expressing 
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a willingness and desire to settle the whole amount at once. 
Thh would have been done but for the publication of the anony- 
■tons and slanderously false telegram, which was extensively 
copied, tending to throw suspicion upon the scrip. Mr. Lewis 
himself says in a letter to you, Mr. President, which I found 
published upon, my return, " I should have paid the ftlH amount 
»f the contract at once, except for the publication of articles in 
tbe newspapers having a tendency to injure the scrip." 

Few persons fully appreciate the real status of this Agricul- 
tural Scrip. Its mere assignment by an agent, while it renders 
it negotiable, does not by any means render it entirely secure. 
Even after its assignment and at any time before patents are 
ironed for the land, the Interior Department can stop it and 
invalidate the entire transaction. The case of Texas serves to 
illustrate the Secretary's power in such cases. Mr, Lewis 
naturally felt uneasy as to the security of his proposed invest- 
ment and postponed tbe payment until he could get some of the 
land located and patents issued for the same. This he expects 
to be able to do in ninety days. If so, there will be no trouble 
in having the whole amount at that time. But we cannot, 
ander any possible circumstances, be out of the money for the 
second payment longer than October. Comments have been 
made upon what security I was to receive for this second pay- 
ment. A sufficient answer to all that is that the portion of the 
scrip unpaid for is deposited in the name of the Trustees in the 
Merchants' National Bank of Cleveland, a government deposi- 
tory, and to be delivered to Mr. Lewis only upon his paying 
the purchase money for the same. In other words, »e hold 
possession of the property— the very best security that we 
could possibly have. One-half of the money, the first payment, 
amounting to $40,500, was paid down and deposited to the 
order of the Trustees. 

I think Mr. Lewis will have no difficulty iu having land for 
some of the scrip patented at once. I visited Washington on 
my return to ascertain if there would be any obstacles in the 
way. I visited the various heads of Department with several 
gentlemen from Florida. I made inquiries as to the truthfulness 
of the anonymous telegram referred to, and was told by Mr. 
Delano aud Mr. Drnmmond that they knew nothing of it and 
had never even see it. In other words, it was a falsehood from 
whole cloth. Mr. Drummond, the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, expressed satisfaction at the price we had received 
and remarked upon Ohio, Kentucky, Maryland and various 
other States who had received an average of about 60 cents. 

TOE PKJCE. 

I examined daring my absence the contracts of some thirty 
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States, and know of no State that has received 8 larger price 
and whose payments will be- received in so short a time. We 
must not confound the location of the land for the scrip with 
the sale of the scrip. Mr. Cornell, of New York, founder of 
the well known Cornell University, located a portion of the 
scrip coming to that State, and sold the remaining portion to the 
same purchaser that we sold to and at the same price. The 
question of locating the scrip belonging to this State was 
frequently before our board. Our Secretary corresponded with 
Mr. Cornell npou the subject, that we might profit by his 
experience. The price charged for locating was one-fourth of 
the land located. If it wan well located we might soon realize 
a handsome income from the remaining three-fourths, but if it 
was not we might wait for a life time and never get the money. 
But with this I have nothing to do. The board, as it bad a 
right to do, always decided to sell the scrip, and I feel thai the 
Executive Committee, in discharging that duty, have done every 
thing that could be done. Then why all this meaningless com- 
ment about the matter? Have we not accomplished in four 
months what the Board have been trying four years to do ? 
Have we not secured a« good a price and as short payment an 
any other State in the entire Union ? Have we not accomplished 
it at as Utile expense as any other State? Have we not secured 
four thousand live hundred dollars more for the fund than we 
were authorized to sell it at ? I am as liable, Mr. President, to 
make mistakes as any one — but viewing the entire ground, with 
all the criticisms that have been made, if called upon again to perform 
the same duty, I should do exactly what I have done. It is proper 
that I should state that tho scrip is issued in quarter sections, or 
160 acre pieces. Florida was entitled to 562^ pieces. The 
department did not issue the half piece, so we received 562 
pieces. The certificates of deposit, both for the $40,500 and for 
the portion of scrip unpaid for, have been deposited with B. C. Lewis 
& Sons, Bankers in this city. They will be turned over to the 
Board upon its meeting on the 22d of May. It will thus be 
seen that this malicious falsehood gotten up for political effect 
at Washington falls still-born when brought into contact with 
the touchstone of truth. 

Very Respectfully, 

W. D. Bloxiiam. 



RECORDS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

May 22, 1873. — The Executive Committee met, a quorum 
being present, when upon unanimous vote, it was 

Resolved, That John Varnum, Treasurer of the Florida Agri- 
cultural College, is by the Executive Committee of said College 
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hereby authorized to immediately invest $80,000 of the proceeds 
of the sale of tbe Agricultural College Scrip belonging to this 
College, in the bonds of the State of Florida, bearing six per 
cent, interest, payable semi-annually .in gold, authorized by the 
Legislature of said State at the sessions thereof of^l 872-73. 

July 1, 1873. — The Executive Committee met in the office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. A quorum being present, 
Hon J. C. Gibbs, upon invitation, presiding. 

Treasurer Varnum made a verbal report of the progress made 
in investing the proceeds of the sale of the Scrip according to 
tbe order of the Trustees and presented a contract made with 
L. P. Bayne & Co., for the consummation of the negotiation for 
such in vestment. 

Tne contract was approved by the committee and Treasurer 
Tarpura was directed to close up the sale of the bonds accord- 
ing t« the tenor of said contract, and make full report to the 
Board as soon as practicable. 

Hon. J. C. Gibbs, President of the Directors of the Florida 

State Agricultural College: 

Sre : — I have the honor through you as President to submit 
to the Directors of tbe Florida Agricultural College, my official 
report as Treasurer of the College, in the matter of the dispo- 
sition of the Agricultural College Scrip belonging to the College 
and the investment of the proceeds which was specially intrusted 
to me by the action of the Board. 

It will be recollected that at a meeting of the Board held in 
May, 1873, Hon. \V. D. Bloxham, who had been specially author- 
ized to receive and dispose of the Agricultural College Scrip 
belonging to the College, and to make all contracts necessary 
therefor, made a report to the Board of his doings in the capa- 
city of special agent, and submitted a formal contract in writing 
which he had executed with F. G. Lewis for the sale of the 
Scrip and the payment of the proceeds, which contract was ap- 
proved by the Board, with a guarantee for its being faithfully 
carried out and fully executed. 

At the same meeting, I was authorized and directed, as the 
Treasurer of the College, to invest the $80,000 to be received 
under the cqptract with Mr. Lewis in any of the bonds of 
Florida issued since 1868, in ray own discretion and upon con- 
ference with the Executive Committee. 

Upon a conference with the Executive Committee immediately 
held upon the representation of the Comptroller as to the advis- 
ability of the investment and his request therefor, I was author- 
ized and instructed to make an immediate investment of the 
proceeds of the sale of the scrip in the Florida Bonds of tho 
issue of 1872 and 1873. 
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Pursuant to these instructions, I immediately proceeded to 
New Tort, drew my drafts as Treasurer and Special Agent of 
the Board for the one-half of the proceeds of the sale of the 
Scrip as per contract with Mr. Lewis. 

I endeavored to effect the collection of these drafts at first 
through Jay, Cooke & Co., with whom the Board had at first 
contemplated the deposit of all the proceeds of the sale, exhibi- 
ting to them the contract with Mr. Lewis as approved by the 
Board, and all my instructions and papers. 

As it was a collection to be made upon a contract, they de- 
clined to undertake it upon any terms, and upon their declination, 
which after events indnced me to rejoice at, I applied to two 
other National Banks in New York, but they both refused to 
attempt the collection at less than two and one half per cent. 
commission. 

Recalling the communication of the Comptroller to L. P. 
Bayne & Co. upon the financial prospects of the State, a copy 
of which the Comptroller had communicated to the Board, I 
visited that house, and found that Comptroller Cowgill had 
already arranged with Bayne & Co- for taking up the old bonds 
hypothecated with them, and was then personally engaged in 
cancelling them in Messrs. Bayne & Go's, office. 

I found also, that Messrs. Bayne & Co., by contract with the 
Comptroller, had been authorized to make exclusive sale of the 
new bonds until October 1st, although I did not ascertain upon 
what terms. On my application, Bayne & Co. undertook the 
collection of the proceeds of the sale of the first half of the scrip 
under the contract with Mr. Lewis, and without any commission, 
unless some unexpected difficulty or obstacle should intervene. 
They accordingly forwarded my drafts, of which in a few days 
a portion came back protested. 

Bayne & Co. having in their possession all of the new bonds 
which had been issued or ready for sale under their contract 
with the Comptroller of the State, then offered, if, in making an 
immediate investment, as I was instructed to do, I would pur- 
chase immediately of their house, that they would take my drafts 
for the first half of the proceeds of the sale of the scrip under 
Mr. Lewis' contract at their own risk, and deliver therefor fifty 
thousand dollars of the new hoods, without charge for risk or 
commission. 

Believing this to he the best arrangement then practicable, I 
accepted their offer, received $50,000 in the new bonds for the 
proceeds of one-balf of the scrip, made a conditional contract 
with Bayne & Co. for the completion of the investment, and re- 
turned home to report progress to the Board, authorizing Bayne 
& Co. as my agents to collect the balance of the proceeds of the 
scrip through the Loaner's Bank of New York city. 
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I made my report to the Executive Committee at a meeting 
held on the 1st of July, 1 S73, of all my doings and proceedings, 
and exhibited the contract made by me with Bayne <fc Co. All 
my proceedings received the approval of the committee, and I 
was directed to complete the negotiations with Bayne & Co. as 
soon as practicable. 

At that time it was supposed that the entire negotiation would 
be completed bv the last of July, but unexpected difficulties 
arose, and Mr. Lewis was induced to insist upon the full time 
allowed in his contract, as he had the right tit do, and this time- 
did not expire till October 14, 1873. 

And thus the full completion of the negotiation was from time 
to time delayed, owing to the continually increasing stringency 
of all monetary affairs, and the consequent inclination of Mr. 
Lewis to defer the payment of the balance to the farthest limit 
of his contract, until the breaking out of the panic in the latter 
part of September. 

Alarmed at the financial condition, I again went North early 
in October, thoroughly convinced, after consultation with the 
members of tbe Board, and by the force of my own convictions, 
that under the dangerous indications of the time, the earliest 
possible conclusion of the negotiation that would secure the safe 
investment of the funds was imperatively required. 

On my arrival at New York, I found a condition of financial 
confusion and fright amounting to panic, which had already in- 
volved the destruction of several of the most prosperous and 
most widely trusted of the banking institutions, carrying down 
such establishments as the First National Bank of Washington, 
Jay, Cooke & Co., Clews & Co., Fisk <fc Hatch, and Sprague & 
Co., and seriously threatening the National Freed men's Savings 
Bank itself. 

I found Mr. Lewis, although he had been notified by parties 
in Florida not to settle with the Trustees, but to pay the money 
into Court and make litigation necessary at great expense and 
delay, was willing to carry out his contract, but that from the 
locking up of his funds in the banks he could only accomplish it 
at the loss of the current premium for currency, which would 
amount to some $2,000. Anxious to complete the negotiation, 
I authorized Bayne &, Co. to settle with Mr. Lewis, even if it 
involved the loss of not to exceed $2,000 to bring it about ; 
but my drafts for the settlement upon that basis came back 
protested. 

At this juncture, Bayne & Co. proposed to me to take tbe 
negotiation off my shoulders, and assuming all risk, and the losses 
by delays, to deliver to me for tbe College for the remaining 
$40,000 of the proceeds of the scrip $50,000 in, the new bonds, 
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with the January coupons detatchcd, making to me a wiitUH 
proposition to that effect, which is herewith submitted. 

Alarmed at the financial aspect, and under all the circumstan- 
ces reasonably so as I think, I assented to and accepted Bayiw 
<fc CoV proposition and concluded the negotiation upon that 
basis. 

I now tender to the disposition of the Board the (100,000 in 
the new bonds of the State of Florida, which I have received 
tor the proceeds of the sale of the Agricultural College Scrip, 
holding the same subject to their order. 

In closing my report, I desire to express, as your agent, mr 
obligations to Mr. Lewis for his readiness to promote the attain- 
ment of my object, and to Messrs. Bayne & Co. for the assist- 
ance they gave me, often much needed, and always freely given, 
and exceedingly rejoiced to be relieved of a troublesome aid 
weighty responsibly, respectfully ask your approval of my offi- 
cial acts under your special instructions. I communicate herewith 
a copy of the contract of the Comptroller and Governor with 
Bayne & Co., the circular of Bayne & Co. as State Agents foe 
sale of the bonds, the protest of my drafts of October 14, and 
the written proposition of Bayne & Co. as portions of my report. 
T have the honor to be, respectfully, 

Johk Vabstuu, 
Treasurer Florida Slate Agricultural College. 



CONTRACT BETWEEN COIWrTROTXEll AXD BAY>'K A COL 

Memorandum of an agreement made at Jacksonville, in lite 
State of Florida, on tlte 10th day of April, A. D. 1873, by 
and between O. 13. Hart, Governor of said State, and C. JL 
Cotogill, Comptroller of said State, parties of the JirMparC, 
and L. P. Bayne & Co., of the city of New York, party of 
the second part. 

Whereas, at the extra session of the Legi statu re of said 
State, in February, 1873, a law was passed authorizing the issue 
of bonds of said State to the amount of one million dollars, one 
half of which bonds are to be sold by said parties of the first 
part, it is hereby agreed : 

1. That on or before the 15th of May, 1873, the party of the sec- 
ond part will purchase and receive from said parties of the first 
part two hundred (200) of said bonds, each for one thousand 
dollars, at the price of eighty cents on the dollar, in all amount- 
ing to one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, interest on said 
bonds to be adjusted to run from April 1st, to which date the 
account hereafter mentioned has also been adjusted, and said 
party of the second part will pay for said two hundred bonds by 
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delivering to said parties of the first part two hundred and ninety- 
eight Florida six per cent, currency bonds, with the matured 
coupons, amounting in all to abont 1350,000, said last named 
bonds having been held by said party of the second part as col- 
lateral security from M. S. Littlefield, whose account is to be 
credited with said 1160,000. Said exchange to be made in the 
eity of New York. 

2. Said parties of the second part also agree to receive and 
purchase from said parties of the first part fifty other of said 
issue of bonds, each for one thousand dollars, bearing date Jan- 
uary 1, 1873, at the rate of eighty per cent, of their face value and 
accumulated interest in currency, to be delivered and received at 
Tallahassee on the 15th day of June, 1873, cash paid on delivery. 

3. Said parties of the second part also agree that they will 
sse their best efforts to negotiate. and selL on or before the 1st 
day of October, 1873, all the remainder of said issue of bonds 
dated January 1st, 1873, to be sold, viz: two hundred and fifty 
of said bonds ; said bonds to be sold at the rate of eighty cents 
on the dollar of their face value, and accumulated interest. Said 
bonds to be delivered at Tallahassee in such amount and at such 
dates as said parties of the second part shall require on or before 
said first day of October, A. D. 1873, and to be paid for as de- 
livered without deduction for commissions. 

4. Said parties of the first part also agree that as to the five 
hundred additional bonds to bear date January 1st, 1873, and 
anthorized to be issued and to be exchanged by said parties of 
the first part, they will fiot exchange any of them before said 
first day of October, 1873, without the assent of said parties of 
the second part. 

5. Said parties of the second part also agree to superintend 
the printing of said entire issue of bonds and to have said print- 
ing done by the " National Bank Note Printing Co." of New 
York, before the first day of May next, if practicable, al the 
lowest cash price of said Company, which said parties of the sec- 
ond part guarantee shall not exceed seven hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, said bonds to conform to the form proposed by said Comp- 
troller. 

In witness whereof said parties have hereto set their hands 
the day and date first mentioned. 

(Signed) O. li. Habt, Governor, 

C. A. Cowgill, Comptroller, 
L. P. Bavxe it Co, 
Attest — (Signed) C. S. Habt. 



in New York, semi-annually, 
offered to the public are ap- 
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& 1,0 00,0 00 FI.OBIDA STATE COX SOU DATED LOAN. 

L. P. Bayne tfc Co., Bankers, No. 54 Broad street. New York, 
offer for sale at present only #500,000 Florida Consolidated 
six per cent, (fold Bond,*. 

These bonds are issued for the purpose of funding the present 
indebtedness of the State. 

The principal of these bo nils matures January 1, 1903. The 
interest is payable in gold eoin 
January and July. 

The proceeds of the bonds now 
plicable alone to the retiring of the bonds of 1868 and 1869, 
heretofore hypothecated, and to other legitimate debts maturing 
after July 1. 

Section S of the act which orders the issue of these bonds pro- 
vides jbr an ample tax for the prompt payment of the interest, 
aud the creation of a sinking fund to meet the principal. It also 
declares that the coupons " shall be received for taxes." 

Section 12 of the same act stipulates that "no other bonds 
shall be issued while said* bonds remain outstanding;" aud this 
is declared to be an express contract on the part of the State 
with the holders of these bonds. 

Subjoined is the last and recent official financial report of C. A. 
Cowgill, Comptroller of the State, submitted to the public : 

Bonds issued in 1871 , $100 each (current - ) $350,006 

Golds bonds issued in 1873, $1,000 coco, interest payable In 

Tallahassee or New York, January and uly 205,000 

Other outstanding bonds, with interest due thereon to January 

1, 1873 :... * 493,000 

Total $1)108,000 

The School and Seminary Funds are creditors of the State for 
money borrowed during the war for $262,045. Upon this 
amount the interest has already been paid to July 1, 1873. 

The Treasurer's certificates and the Comptroller's warrants 
outstanding on the 15th of May were $220,500, all of which be- 
ing receivable lor taxes, will be absorbed by the collections this 
year. 

The act of 1873 authorized the issue of #1,000,000 bonds bear- 
ing 6 per cent, gold interest and maturing in 30 years; five hun- 
dred thousand dollars to be sold at not less than 80 cents. Of 
these, the $265,000 mentioned above have been sold, and 379 of 
the hypothecated bonds of 1868 and 1869 have been redeemed 
and cancelled, and the rest under hypothecation will be redeemed 
when presented. There remains $235,000 of the State bonds to 
be sold. When this is accomplished, and the other $500,000 of 
3 
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these bonds are applied to the redemption of the outstanding 
bonds named in the act, then the debt will be as follows: 

Bonds of 1871, (currency) % :i50,000 

Bonds of 1873, (gold) .' 1,000,000 

School and Seminary, debt, (no bonds) 263,045 

Total X $1,613,045 

A tax of fonr mills upon the dollar is levied upon the real and 
personal property of the State to pay interest upon and form a 
sinking fund for the redemption of the bonds of 1873 ; and this 
tax can be applied to no other purpose. The valuation of the 
taxable property being #30,000,000, there will be levied a tax of 
*120,00(> for this purpose. Allowing very liberally for delin- 
quency, this will pay the interest and Jbrm a sinking fund of at 
'east two per cent, upon the principal of the bonds. The Comp- 
troller is directed by the law of 1871 to apportion annually such 
an amount among the several connties as will pay the interest 
and one per cent, of the principal of the bonds of 1871. 

One hundred and thirty-two thousand dollars of the bonds 
mentioned as " other outstanding bonds," are held by the Indian 
Trust Fund in Washington, and it is expected that the claims 
of the State of Florida against the United States for expenses 
incurred by the State during the Indian war will be sufficient to 
extinguish this amount. 

Id 1 870 the State loaned its credit to the Jacksonville, Pensa- 
cola and Mobile Railroad Company, by the issue of bonds to 
the amount of $4,000,000, taking a first mortgage for a similar 
amount upon the road as security, of which amount about $3,000- 
000 have been sold. No other bonds in aid of railroads are out- 
standing, and no more will be issued, as the act entitled "An act 
relating to the indebtedness of the State " prohibits the further 
issuance of bonds for any purpose whatever. 

It will be seen from the above report of the Comptroller, that 
after the million bonds now offered to investors shall have been 
disposed of, the bonded debt proper of the State of Florida will 
not exceed the insignificant sum of $1,350,000. The School and 
Seminary Fund, viz — $262,045, exists only by enactment, no 
bonds having been issued for it ; consequently this debt cannot 
pass the bounds of the State. 

We recommend the above bonds to the confidence of investors 
as a safe and valuable security. The price is 80c, with accrued 
interest to date of delivery, payable in currency. 

L. P. B. & Co. 



as 

| (contract.) 

New York, June 14, 1873. 
tSoki John VarnuKi, Treasurer, 

By X. P. Bayne c6 Co., 54 Broad street. 
¥50,000 New Florida 6 per cent. Gold Bonds, 80e. 

July 1, 1873, Coupon off, - - - $40,000 

Charged and approved in account current rendered October 
23, 1873. L. P. Uav.nk & C6; 

Per C. A. H. 



Cleveland, O., Cct. 'J 4, 187:;. 

$40,404. — Take notice, that a draft dated May 29, A, D. 1873, 
lor $40,464, drawn by John Varnum, Treasurer, payable to the 
■ inter of L. P. Bayne & Co., at G. F. Lewis or L. P. Ilartly, and 
endorsed by you, was this evening protested for non-payment. 
the same having been presented and payment demanded, which 
was refused. 

The holder thereof looks to yon for payment. 

J. M. Cakrav, Notary Pniiltt . 

To John Varnum, Treasurer. 



(contract.) 

New Yokk, October Iff, 1873. 
Sold John Varmmiy Treasurer. 

By L, P. Bayne <fc Co., 54 Broad street. 
$50,000 New Florida 6 per cent. Gold Bonds, 80c. 

January 1, 1B74, Conpon off. $40,000 

Charged and approved in account current rendered Oct. 23, 
1873, L. P. Bayne <fc Co. 

Per C. A. II. 



Office of L. P. Bayne & Co., 1 
No. 54 Broad street, [ 

JVeto York, Oct. 15, 1873. ) 
Gen. John Varnum, Treasurer ; 

Dear Sir: We beg to inform yon of the protest of yonr draft 
on G. F. Lewis for $40,435.70.- 

Referring to our letter to you of the 10th inst., upon the mat- 
ter of balance due by Mr. Lewis under his contract with the in- 
stitution you represent, and which appears from present indica- 
tions (and because, in our judgment, of the disturbed and nwet- 
lled condition of the finances of the country at targe,) that the 
payment thereof is likely to he deferred, allow us to submit to 
you the following propositi on\yiz : We will sell to yon 50 M 
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Florida per cent, gold bonds at 80c. less the January coupon, 
wo undertaking to collect the balance doe by Lewis upon his 
contract, free from all charges of commission or exchange, (which 
is at this time very heavy,) or any other expense to be incurred 
in the same to you ; and after we are paid $40,000 fur the said 
50 M bonds, which we will deliver to you at once upon the ac- 
ceptance of this proposition, the remainder, whatever it may he, 
coming into our hands, shall be paid over to you. 

Yours respectfully, 

L. P. Bays* & Co. 
1'. S, — There stands to your credit, interest collected from 
Lewis on the transaction made with you on the Hth June last, 
*200, subject to vour check. L. P. B. & Co. 



Upon motion, the report of Treasurer Varnum was, by unani- 
mous vote, approved and adopted, with thanks for the faithful 
and efficient manner in which he had carried out the instructions 
of the Board. 

It was unanimously ordered that the Treasurer be instructed 
to make a special deposit with the State Treasurer, subject to 
the order of the Executive Committee, of the $100,000 of bonds 
now in his 1 lauds and belonging to the College, and that the 
Treasurer's receipt therefor be recorded. 

A communication from the Comptroller suggesting the char- 
acter he desired to be given to the annual report was then read 
and referred to the President and Secretary. 

The Secretary was instructed to correspond with members 
habitually absent and suggest their occasional attendance upon 
the meetings of the Board if they desire to remain members. 



BEC'EITT OF STATE TKEASUKEE. 

Received on deposit in the State Treasury, subject to the order 
of the Executive Committee of Trustees of Florida State Agri- 
cultural College, the following described bonds, belonging to the 
Florida State Agricultural College Fund, viz : 

One Hundred State of Florida 30 year per cent. Gold Bonds 
of #1,000 each. 

inclusive — 5 Bo'hds, Coupons Xo. 9 to 60 
" 15 " " No. 3 to 60 

" 5 " " No. 3 to 60 

'- 25 " " No. 2 to 60 

" 20 " " No. 2 to 60 

u 30 " " ' No. 3 to 60 



Xo. 


1 to 6 


No. 


11 to 25 


No. 


:il to 35 


Xo. 


126 to 150 


No. 


151 to l?0 


Xo. 


171 to 20<> 




{Signed] 



JaUa/twsste, /'&/., Dec. '_', 1873. 



Cha.s. H. Foster, 
Treasurer State of Florida. 
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Such, Mr. Presided, is a very full and complete abstract of 
the records of the Board and the Executive Committee, with 
accompanying documents so arranged as to time as to give a 
continuous narrative of all their acts and doings. 

The Executive Committee in .Tune proceeded to Gainesville 
for the purpose of perfecting the location there of the Agricul- 
tural College, but failed at that time to accomplish their object 
on account of the inability of the citizens at that time to comply 
with the conditions of the guarantee upon which the location 
was provisionally made. 

Further action in the matter of location of the College has 
been delayed in the hope and confident expectation that npon 
the assembling of Congress the Tampa Reservation will, by spe- 
cial enactment, be granted for the use of the College ; but several 
very favorable propositions for the location of the College have 
already been made, jmd should the application for the Tampa 
Reservation fail, immediate steps for the location of the College 
will be taken. 

In the confident expectation that, now that the funds of the 
College are safely invested in State bonds, a few months will 
provide our State, in accordance with the plan and system here- 
in contained and already adopted, with an institution that both 
as a normal school and as an agricultural institution, will minis- 
ter nt once to the most pressing educational wants of tho State, 
T have the honor to be, 

Yours respectfully, 

J. S. Adams, Seerektr;/. 



TREASURER'S UK PORT. 

To the I Ion. J . C. C inns, 

Superintendent <\T Public Instruction : 

Sir : In accordance with the requirements of law, I respect- 
fully submit my annual report as Treasurer of the Agricultural 
College Fund. 

On the 11th day of October, I submitted a full report of un- 
doings under instructions from the Board and* Executive Com- 
mittee in relation to the collection and disposition of the moneys 
belonging to the Fund. It will not he necessary for me to go 
over that ground again. Please consider that report as part of 
my annual report. 
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Jox. Vakxcm, Tceas., in accU fitk the Agricultural College Fnnd^ 

DR. 

To One Hundred State of Florida thirty year Si per cent. Gold 
Bonds of $1,000 eacti, on deposit in tbe State Treasury, 
subject to the order of the Executive Committee of the 
Trustees or said Fund $100,000 00 ■ 

To Imlanee in 17. S. Currency received from the sale of Land 

Scrip 1,1&1 70 

Total $101,185 W 

Amount expended 1,001 P5 

On hand $100,133 88 

Uy currency paid on approved bills — 

By currency paid to Win. D. Bloxliam for two trips to Wasb- 

iiigton and one to Cleveland, Ohio $430 00 

By currency paid to J. S. Adams to expenses incurred in going 
to Washington in the spring of 1873, in relation to ob- 
taining the Agricultural College Scrip 115 00 

By currency paid to Jno. Vamum, Treasurer, to expenses in- 
curred in going to New York — two trips, and to Cleve- 
land, Ohio — one trip, from New York, to obtain the money 
due the Fund on contract with G. F. Lewis, of Cleveland $400 00 

By currency paid for Telegram received in New York from 

the Board ■ 6 40 

By currency paid for tin trunk for use of Treasurer and letter- 
ing 6 23 

Bv currency paid on exchange of draft to Freed men's Savings 

Bank 4 70 

By currency paid for blank book for use of Treasurer 1 &) 

By currency paid J. S. Adams, Secretary of Board, for R R. 

fare, and expenses w bite attending meetings of the Board 28 00 

$1,001 85 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jons VAsmntr, Treasurer. 



APPENDIX. 



AUCULA COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Hon. W. K. Cessna, Gainesville. Schools, 
36 ; gain, 13 ; pupils, 1,953 j gain, 714. Total amount of public, 
money received from the county, $4,879.83 ; total amount 
from the State, $1,945 ; total amount expended by the board, 
$7,298.48 ; total cost, $7,648.48. 

The total number of children in attendance on the public 
schools of Alachua county, for the scholastic year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1873, was 1,953 ; the general average attendance 
was $1,121. Total amounts of salaries paid teachers was 
$0,400. There were 3C schools taught in the county, of which 
3 were continued during the entire year j 8 were continued for 
six months, and the balance for three and four months each. 

nAKEB count v. 

Superintendent, J. W. Howell, Sanderson. Schools, 2 ; 
pupils, 75. Received from the county one mill tax, $119.85 ; 
received from the State, $134. The Superintendent writes as 
follows : i 

Sanderson, Fla., October 30, 1873. 
Hon. J. G. GOte, Tallahassee, Fla. : 

Sib : Owing to the expense incurred in organizing the free school s\n- 
tern and establishing schools in 1871, we have only been able to support 
a very limited number of schools since, but I feel confident that we will 
be able to pay our en the indebtedness ibis year, and begin a new era in 
the school interest in the future. 

Very respectfally, J. W. Ho well, 

Superintendent County Schools, Baker county. 

BRADFORD COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A. Lawrence, Starke. The following letter is 
from the Chairman of the Board of Public Instruction, Mr. Isaac 
J. Hatch, an earnest friend of public schools : 

Starke, Fla., November 7, 1873. 
Hon. J. C. Gibbs, State Superintendent PuMic Instruction : 

Dear Sir : On inspection our itemized blank will be found incom- 
plete, not, however, from apathy on our part, but from prohibition on 
the part of some of the heretofore leaders of the county in financial as 
well as political circles. We have been obliged to get all the infor- 
mation we have obtained by going over the county and making per- 
sonal inquiry of citizens in regard to the progress of free schools, which 
we have found entirely unsatisfactory to every tax-payer, and an entire 
disgust of the free school system prevails, except among those who nave 
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been made acquainted Willi tbe distribution of the school funds by our pre- 
decessors in office. You ask why ? Because the laboring classes have derived 
no little benefit and seen so little diffusion of knowledge from public re- 
sources. "We have had a good many pretended free schools, but the teach- 
ers were always paid by the patrons, with a promise from the school officials 
that the amount paid for tuition would be refunded when collected from the 
State or tax collector ; and they have been waiting patiently from 1871 until 
now, wlien they are told that each school year's fund received from the 
State and county cannot be taken to pay debts of the previous year. 
Money has been received from the old treasury for the payment of the" pat- 
ions tor tuition paid teachers, but from apathy, the money crisis, or the de- 
liue of the price of turpentine, at forgetful nest, the losers have not been re- 
munerated. But with a great deal of exertion on the part of the members 
of the board, the prospect is much more cheering now than it has been for 
six months past. With the amount of funds on hand, and that which will 
soon be received from the collector, we expect to start between ti and 12 
schools, and have sufficient money at the end of each term to pay the 
teachers for their services, and not" run the county or school board in debt 
by employing more teachers tban we have means to pay, and bave to 
issue scrip, as has been done, or in some cases issue scrip and keep the 
inoney ou hand. 

November 8, 1873. 
I this day received a Hue from you regarding a school at Trail Ridge. 
There are about 15 children at Trail Ridge, in this county. The rest of 
tliem live in Clay county. Wc have sent our Superintendent down to-day 
to see what can be done. Our great desire is to have the schools in this 
county In a prosperous condition as soon as possible. 
T remain yours very respectfully, 

Isaac J. Hatch, 
Chairman Count3 T Board Public Instruction, Bradford county, Fl;i. 






CALHOUN COUNTY, 



Superintendent, Alexander Hawkins, Abe's Springs. Whole 
number of schools, 8; gain, 1. Received from the Stale, $78.06 ; 
one mill tax, $88.35. Tax assessed for schools not reported. 

This report is incomplete. The Superintendent writes : 
"• \\'o have established schools as above reported. There are 
several private schools in successful operation, which will be 
adopted as public schools as soon as the board can obtain 
i teaos." 

CULT CO 1ST Y, 

Superintendent, O/ias Buddington, Middlebutg. Schools, 4 ; 
pupils, (jn. Total amount received from the State, $127 ; total 
amount received from the connty not stated ; total amount ex- 
pended, $25-"5.73. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A 1L Hutchinson, Lake City, Schools, 25 ; 
enrolled pupils, 1,231; average attendance, 800; State aid, 
$804.47 ; number of days taught, 66. Total expenditure for 
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schools, 42,910 ; total amount received from the county, 
12,952.20. 

DADE COUNTY. 

E. T .' Sturtevant, Superintendent. No report. It is believed 
■Jiat no schools have been maintained by the Board of Instrue- 
lion. The number of youth is small, and the population widely 
scattered, as in Brevard. 

IIITV.M. I 1H NTY. 

Win, II. Christy, Superintendent, Jacksonville. Schools, 23 : 
whole number of pupils in attendance, 1,252. Treasurer's ac- 
oottntt shows by receipt and expenditures from March 1, 1ST2, to 
Tuly 1, 187-J, an outlay of $20,472. :$u State and county tax, uot 
in eluding the apportionment of the interest from the school 
fund for 1873, $012.50, which iv*as not drawn until October, 
18 p. The above $20,572.;trt was derived from the following 
sources; 

Prom J. J. Month, collector of revenue: 
(it neral State and county tax, - - - - *t 1:1,3 0:1. IN 
Prom P. Jones, collector of revenue, as above, - 3,470. f 2 

Prom Pcabodv Fund, 1,400.00 



Total, 820,472.30 

/ J i/eal Urzded Hiijh Sahoot, Jacksonville, FUi. 

Board of Public Instruction— Captain C. 15. Wilder, Mr Samoa! Spc.Mi'- 
ujg, lion. J, 8. Adams, Hon. J, M. Daniel, He v. T. W. Moore chairman. 

Curps of Instructors — J. Woflbrd Tucker, Principal and Professor ol 
English Literature ; llev, L. Webb, Professor of Languugcs mid Malhe- 
maties; Hiss J. A. Treodwell, Instructor in Vocal Music uiul English 
Branches; Miss Nellie Murdoch, Assistant in English ; Mrs. Julio Living- 
ston, Assistant Preparatory DeparUucnt. 

The scholastic year embraces two sessions — from the fir.^t of October tfl 
Llie first of February, und from the lirst of February to the first of jane. 

No tuition fees are charged. 

The order and classification of the school me as perfect a* prncti 
mod the work of instruction is most carefully and accurately done. 

It is the design of the board to furnish to the youth ot this country the 
most favorable opportunity to acquire cither a liberal English education, 
or to fit themselves for any college. 

Oottrte of »t mir/ in, 1/uritl High So/toot. 

Kirnl Tear, — 1st Session — Written Arithmetic, Physiology, Latin Gram- 
mar, English Grammar, English Composition, History of United States. 
2d Session — Algebra, Chemistry, Latin Reader, English Grammar, Gold- 
smith and Composition, History of United States. 

Second Year. — 1st Session — Algebra, Chemistry, Ciysar, Sketch Book, 
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Irving, Composition, History of England. 2d Session — Geometry, Book- 
keeping, Ctesar, Latin Composition, Milton and Composition, Ancient 
History, Ancient Geography. 

Third Year. — 1st Session — Trigonometry, Geology, Ovid, Latin Compo- 
sition, Shakespeare and Composition, Ancient History, Ancient Geogra- 
phy. 2d Session — Navigation, Surveying, Zoology, Virgil, Greek or 
French, Rhetoric, Mental Philosophy 

Fourth Tear. — 1st Session — Analytical Geometry, Botanv. Cicero, Anah- 
nsis, or French Logic, Moral Philosophy. 2d Session— Philosophy and 
Mechanics, Astronomy, Horace, Herodotus or French, Political Economy , 
Constitutional Law. 

Music to be taught throughout the course. 

KSCA1UUA cot'KTV. 

George W. Lindsay, Superintendent, Pensacola. Schools, 1 1 ; 
total attendance, 1,219. Total amount of public money received 
from the county, $3,548; received from the State apportion- 
ment, from interest on school fund, $588.84. Total expenditure 
for schools, $3,290. 

I-'KAXKLIX C'OVNTY. 

F. B. Wakefield, Superintendent, Apalachieoia. Schools, 2 ; 
total attendance, 135. Public money from the county, $884.49 ; 
State interest on school fund, $9?. 94 ; balance from 1872, 
$211.92. Total expenditure for schools, $1,821, 

GADSDEN COUNTY. 

Samuel Hamlin, Superintendent, Quincy. ^Tiole u umber of 
schools, 30 ; attendance, 1,151. Total amount of public money 
received from the county, $3,946.94; from the State, interest 
on school fund, $436.48. Total amount expended by the board 
for the year 1872-73, $5,302; total cost for the year 1872-7::, 
$6,585. Private contributions, $1,283. 

HAMILTON COUNTY. 

S. L. Taylor, Superintendent, Jasper. Schools, 23 ; attend- 
ance, 664. Total amount received from the county, of public 
money for the year 1872-73, not stated ; total amount of public 
money received from the State, $324.81. Total amonnt ex- 
pended by the board, $1,018.80. Total cost, $2,044. 

1IEBNAXDO COtTNTY. 

Superintendent, T. S. Coogler, Brooks ville. Schools, 16 ; 
gain, 6. Total amount of public money received from the 
county, $1,127 ; total amount from thB State, $204.50 ; total 
amount expended by the board for 1873, $1,119.01; balance pub- 
lic money on hand, $451.04. 
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The following letter Is from the Superintendent : 

Brookhvtixe, Fin., October 1. 1878. 
Jlvtu J. V. Gibbs, Superintendent PuNie Inxtruetian : 

DeaeSir: Our board met yesterday and located fifteen schools for 
the ensuing year. We do not owe a dollar on account of paat operations, 
but on llie contrary, as you will observe from the report, we have a con- 
siderable sum to our credit, and the tax collector is due us a few hundreds 
on account of school taxes for 1872. The Comptroller's wnrranls have 
not been disposed of, because we did not need the money and hoped Uiii! 
we could realize more by retaining them. "With this as a starting point. 

1 see no reason why the school operations for the incoming year canm ; 
he carried on satisfactorily and well. 

Hoping that the same may meet your approval, 1 am very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, T. 8. Cooui.er, 

Superintendent for Hernando County. 

iiiLLsuoitoi <;h county. 

Superintendent, W. 1*\ White, Tampa. Schools, 10 ; gain, ."■ : 
average daily attendance, 400. Total amount from the county, 
$1,874.40 ; total amount from the State, $288.80 ; total amount 
expended by the board for 1872 and 1873, $1,980.52; balance 
on hand, #172,08. 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

Superintendent, C. E. Harvey, Marian ua. Schools, 20 ; gain, 

2 ; daily average, 400. Total amount received from the county 
for 1871 and 1872, $4,529,15; total amount received from the 
State for 1871 and 1872, $3,601.37 ; total amount expended by 
the board for 1871 and 1872, $7,447; balance on band, $683,52. 

The progress of public sentiment in relation to the cause of 
public education is marked, and a matter of rejoicing to all. 
Several donations have this vear been presented to the Board of 
Public Instruction by the citizens of the county ; one instance 
a handsome tract of land, and in another a substantial building 
for school purposes. 

The following letter will be read with interest : 

Maui an\ a, Fla., November 21, 1873. 
Bon. J. C. Gibitt, I'aUaJia&iee, Flo. : 

l)F.ATt Sib: Tour communication of the 13 th ins t, received, and iu reply 
would take pleasure iu stating that the schools of our county are in u 
flourishing condition, numbering in all some twenty-eight schools, four- 
teen of which are constantly in operation. Since the School Board of 
Education has been under the control of its present members, it has grown 
rapidly in confidence of patrons and children, and all show marked im- 
provement. The chairman of the board, Mr. L. M. Gamble, seems to 
take a most lively interest in the education of our poor and ignorant 
children, and has donated forty acres of land to build a. large colored school 
at Bethlehem District, and says he intends to open a contribution list 
among the people next year in order to assist in building the house. The 
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site is in a large settlement, good location, and a tine healthy spot, and 
plenty of timber to assist in keeping it in order and enclosed. Another 
i-itiiseii, Mr. J. W. Cook, has given one acre of land to the school in the 
Mount Tabor or Killgore District. The Board of Education have put up 
a good comfortable log school -house on it, and it will be put in operation 
ni the 1st of January next. 
In a few words I would assure your Honor that the educational interests of 
this county are watched over and guarded by a board whose whole interest 
is for its advancement to the highest standard. It is true we have among 
at euemies to the advancement of our colored children, but these are such 
ihat they are neither feared or noticed at all. Most of the schools have 
now closed until January 1st, having finished the scholastic year (nine 
months), but we all hope nest year will be ushered in with a fresh buret 
>f enthusiasm, and a higher appreciation of tbc education of our children, 
for there is nothiug truer than your ruaxim sent tis, that " What ye would 
turn appear in the life of a uatiou must first be incorporated into its com- 
mon schools." 

With kind regards* for myself and Mr. L. M. Gamble, who asks to lie 
p'rtiemJiered to you, I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. E. UAItVEX, 

Superintendent Public Instruction, Jackson County. 
JEFEEnsOX county. 

Superintendent, J, W. Johnson, Honticello. Schools, 3* ; 
gain, IS; pupils, 1,414. Total amount received from the 
county, $4,000; total amount received from the State, fcJ,li;n. 
Total amount expended by the board for the years 1 872 and 
I87S, SC,200. 

A large, convenient, handsome school -building has been 
erected this year in Montieello, chiefly by donations of the citi- 
zens, and some of the best teachers in this State employed. 

The board expect to erect several plank school-houses this 
•(inter. The new building lias four rooms; caeh room accom- 
modates eighty pupils. Well done, Jefferson ! 

I.EO.V COUNTY. 

Superintendent, J. P. Apthorp, Tallahassee. Schools, 43; 
gain, 8; pupils, 1,41 si. Total amount of school tax collected 
fat 1*7-*, $4,1 58.44 ; total amount received from the State, 
12,079.23 cash, 11,421.13 scrip; Superintendent of l'eabody 
Fund, *SO0; West Florida Seminary Fund, $407.9H. Total 
amount expended by the board for 1872, $6,085.78. 

The following letter will be read with interest : 

Tallahassee, Fla., November 12, 1873. 
Hun. J. V. (.iibb*, Sfttte Superintendent of SducaiUn : 

Deak Sm : In regard to school operations in Leon oounty I have to 
report that during the years 1873 and 1873 there were organized in this 
county forty schools. These were continued for terms varying from one 
tfl eight months in length, with very uniform success. Ten" only of these 



reported an attendance of less than twenty pupils. The rest numbered 
from twenty up to seventy, daily average. 

These schools were established where the need seemed meat pressing, 
and the people manifested most interest in having them. This number ol 
schools, however, by no means supplies the demand. Were the means at 
band for paying competent teachers, their number might be largely in 
creased. Respectfully, J. P. Atthobp, 

Saperinteudent of Schools, Leon County, Florid ;i 

LEW COIXTY. 

Superintendent, Thomas B. Faitoute, Brouson. School*, 2] ; 
gain, 21; pupils, 47*. Amount received frpm the county not 

stated; total amount from the State, $1M.77. Total amount «>i 
school tax assessed for 1879, *2,806.0. : 5. 

The Superintendent, under date of October 1 St, writ* 
follows : 

Bkoksos, Levy County, Fta., October 1, 1ST::, 
Hon. J. V. Gibls, &it)iennt£ml4nt of I'tiMir Instruction, Tallahassee, KUi. : 

Dear Sir : Inclosed please tiud tbe annual report of school operation 
for Levy county, for tbe scholastic year ending September 30, 1873. It 5a 
not as full as I would like to bave had it, but it is tbe best I could d(> 
under tbe circumstances. The financial condition of the county school 
treasury being so tow, we were obliged to accept any one for teachers, 
who were willing to teach on promises, so that most of our teachers were 
inexperienced, though we had some very good teachers, who took an in- 
terest in the work. The citizens are beginning to sec the benefit of free 
schools, and most of them are willing to assist in paying teachers, though 
most of the patrons are too poor to do much. People live too scattering 
in the country to have large schools, which makes it very expensive to 
employ good teachers for all. The children are allowed to go astray at 
home, as suits them best, so that it is almost impossible to keep a'fiill 
school, and we were obliged to pay our teachers for tbem all, whether 
they attended or not We could not get teachers for all the schools, be- 
cause we could not promise to pay in full at the end of the quarter, and 
but few good teachers wish to lake a school for only three months, and 
we could not promise a longer term. 

We have decided to close our schools for the present, and get square, 
and have some money on hand before we commence again. If taxes are 
collected, and the money paid over promptly, there is no reason why Lev\ 
county cannot have as good schools as any county in the State, and for as 
long a term. The citizens are willing to pay their taxes and help sup- 
port the schools besides, and I hope the scholastic year of 1374 wilt close 
with a better record than any since the free schools went into operation . 
There should be at least six mouths school a year to be of much benefit- 
to the children, and it is useless to spend so much money, year after year. ' 
without benefiling them. Respectfully yours, 

T. B. Fattodte, 
Superintendent of Schools, Levy County 

I.IHEBTY COUNTY. 

Superintendent, J. W. Hosford, Coe's Mills. Schools, ; 
gain, 5 ; pupils, 372. Total amount received from the county, 
$272 ; amount received from the State, #89,80. 
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The folio wing letter is from the Superintendent : 

Coe's Mims, Fla,, November 20, 1873. 
I fan. Jonathan C. GMn, Superintendent of Public Instruction ; 

Dear Bir: Thus you see that our finances and treasury are very poor. 
The county commissioners do not put but the one-mill constitutional 
lax for school purposes, I cannot give you the exact amount of funds we 
ought to have in our treasury, from the lact that our tax assessor and col- 
lector have failed to make settlements with the treasurer for the last sev- 
eral years. 

We arc careful not to promise to pay teachers only when we know we 
can pay them, and hy this means we ore not iu debt." We manage to em- 
ploy teachers whenever and wherever we can, paying them as much as 
imr funds will allow, and the patrons make up the salary by subscription. 
Wc do not attempt to employ a teacher for more than three months iu 
the year, at the same place, and allow the patrons to choose the time in 
the year. 

I ifave just returned from an extensive tour over the county, consulting 
with the people with regard to schools, mid find considerable interest. 
Nothing but poverty is detrimental to schools in this county, for those 
who live out ol reach of schools would board their children if they were 
able. This county is sparsely settled, the people generally poor, and farm 
for a livelihood. "Many live entirely ont of reach of schools. 

There is a better ratio of colored 'children in schools in this county thau 
white, from the fact that the colored people generally live in the settled 
portion of the county. There are now three colored schools in operation, 
well managed ; one "at Bristol, being taught by a while man of fine cul- 
ture. I have just visited all the schools, and I am pleased with their 
progress. 

Hoping this report will be in time, I am, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, J. W. Hosfohd, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, Liberty County, Fla. 

■hadt&os cotnrrr. 

Superintendent, Hon. Dennis Eagan, Madison. Schools, 22 ; 
pupils, 1,298. Total amount received from the county for 1872 
and 1873, $3,726.39; total amount received from the State, 
$1,591.31; total amount expended by the board for the year 
1872-3, $8,096.50. 

Superintendent writes as follows : 

ilADisoN, Fla., November 3, 1873. 
llmu J. U. GHAs, Superintendent Public Instruction, Tallahassee, Fla. : 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a detailed report of 
schools iu operation in this county for the scholastic year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1873. 1 regret that I have been unable to forward the report 
earlier, but trust that it is not too late to be used in preparing your annual 
message. The friends of popular education in this county have every rea- 
son to congratulate themselves upon the progress made by the public 
schools during the scholastic year just closed. The number of schools 
and scholars in attendance have not only increased, but the schools were 
of a better order, having been brought to a higher standard by the em- 
ployment of more competent teachers, which has had the desired effect in 
securing the svmpathy and assistance of all classes of citizens, snd from the 
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impetus thus secured we may hope for good results in the futarV The 
school officers have been judicious in their action in not overdoing them- 
selves, and have limited the number of schools to that which our funds 
iv on Id warrant. By this course they have been able to pay promptly 
when due every obligation or contract with teachers or others in United 
States currency, thus securing the best of feeling between the board 
nnd those brought in contact with it, and all seem satisfied with the man- 
agement 

The colored school here (in Madison) is all that its friends could wish. 
The progress made by the pupils of this jschool, when compared with 
others, is truly wonderful, and can only be} accounted for from the fact 
that they have been favored with the best of teachers. Miss Ferguson, u 
lady who has had many years* experience as a teacher in the public 
schools of New York, has had the management of the school for the past 
year, and to her and her able assistant is due the credit ol bringing the 
school up to the highest standard of morality and scholarship. They not 
■july done their duty as instructors iu the school-room, but visited the 
scholars at their homes, thus exercising a wholesome influence over the 
parents as well as the children, and the entire community has been greatly 
benefited by this work. The interest they have manifested in their duties 
has done much towards removing the suspicion and distrust with which a 
certain class of our citizens look upon any Northern lady who might tome 
South lor the purpose of teaching colored schools, and by their noble acts 
they have gained the respect and esteem of even those who have always 
regarded the Yankee school marm as an evil and something to be dreaded. 

After repeated efforts, we finally succeeded in establishing a colored 
school at Ellaville, with a Northern lady, Miss Simon, as teacher. Strange 
:is it may appear, this lady met with every opposition from Ibe white 
people of the place, but, notwithstanding such opposition, she succeeded 
in laying a foundation for a school that she may well feel proud of. 

It has been the policy of the board to interfere as little as possible with 
the selection of teachers for the white schools, allowing the patrons in each 
school district to select their own teacher, the board only asking that such 
selections be of competent teachers who were able to stand the required 
examination. The school fund is distributed to each school district in 
proportion to the number of children residing in such district between the 
iges of six and twenty years, the board exacting one months' free school 
for every $25 of the public fund paid to each district. Special provision 
in regard to the distribution of funds were made for the white school here 
i Madison), and the trustees had always been allowed to engage teachers, 
the board never interfering more than to pay all orders for salary of 
teachers, which was generally large. The school had not succeeded as 
well as we had reason to expect, the teachers employed had most always 
inven general dissatisfaction, and the result was that no one took any great 
interest in the school. The attendance was generally very small. At -the 
close of the last term I was instructed by the board to inform the trustees 
that they would take immediate steps towards procuring a gentleman 
teacher for the coming session, and in compliance with instructions from 
the board I engaged a gentleman who had long taught in the public schools 
of New York, and one who was highly recommended. He opened school 
'ii the first Monday of the present scholastic year with a fair attendance. 
:md the number has daily increased, and his average attendance now ex- 
ceeds sixty scholars, while at no time during the last two years has the 
average been greater than thirty. Both patrons and scholars are highly 
I (leased with the school, and I have every reason to believe that I shall be 
able to make a favorable mention of the school in my next report. 
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The board have adopted the system of lexl-books recommended bj 
your department, and are making considerable progress in introducing 
them into the different schools. We find do difficulty in introducing them 
into the colored schools, but the children of the white schools object to 
them because they are the same kind of books as those used in the colored, 
schools. Teachers have been instructed to insist on the introduction of the 
books into their schools, providing I he scholars have not a sufficient uni- 
formity of Other books to allow them to he properly classed, and we hope 
to see,' at the close of the present school year, the same series of Iwioks 
used in every school in the county. 

The assessor has prepared and turned over to me a c;t refill and correct 
census return of the children residing in Hie county between the ages ol 
live and twenty-one years, giving the name and age of each one reported. 
The returns show that we have fifty-two between those nges, showing an 
increase of three over that of last year. 

There has been a great change in public sentiment on the subject of fro^ 
schools in this county during the last year. Men who bitterly opposed 
the system a few years ago, and who regarded it as a political hobby to 
be used for party purposes, begin to reflect and see the necessity of edu- 
cating the masses. They now willingly co-operate and render me all the 
assistance possible. So great has been the change that we have six North- 
ern ladies teaching colored schools outside of Madison, and have been able 
to obtain board for them with the best of families living near their respec- 
tive schools. This is something that but few counties in the State can 
boast of, 1 am, sir, very respectfully, your affectionate servant, 

D-Ettnis Eagas, County yuperintendent. 

The following is a, list of names of teachers employed it> 
Madison county, Florida, with post-office address, for the scho- 
lastic year ending September 30, 1873; Miss Hattie Ferguson, 
Mi&s Kate Livingston, Miss Kate Lunan, Donald Patterson, 
C. S. Hadley, S. II. Howe, B. I>, Wadsworth, F. W. Aggnew, 
Columbus McLeod, Miss Julia McLeod, Mrs. M. E. Lester, 
Mills Elliott, George W. Overstreet, C N. Richardson, J. W. 
West. George Washington, J. S. Sutton, Mrs. M. A. Moye, 
Miss Carrie Bryan, Madison, Fla. ; Amos DeGaughtes, Mosely 
Hall, Fla.; E. J. Alexander, Isaac Cook, Paris Singleton, Sta- 
tion No. 5, Fla. : J. IL Hoover, Shady Grove, Fla. 

MANATEE COUNTY. 

Superintendent, John F. Bartholf, Pine Level. Schools, '.< ; 
gain, 5 ; pupils, 200. Total amount from the county, 4550 ; 
total amount from the State for the year 1872-73, $330. Total 
amount expended by the board, $814.81. Contributed in board 
by the citizens, $230 ; cash in hand for the year ending Septeni- 
ljer 30, 1873, $561.06. 

The following interesting letter is from the Superintendent : 

Pine Lsvel, Manatee County, Fla., October 8, 187S. 
Hon. J. a (iibbn: 

Dear Sir : We have adopted an entirely new system. Our experience - 
in the past has been thai where teachers are employed at a fixed salary, 
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and tbat a liberal one, the attendance is too frequently do! enough to jus- 
tify the expense. Accordingly, this year, upon my recommendation, the 
school board decided to allow every neighborhood tbat could make up a 
school of at least ten pupils, to (upon consultation with the County Su- 
perintendent) employ a teacher upon terms most advantageous to them- 
selves, and start a school, which was to be conducted strictly according to 
law; the teacher making his regular monthly returns, which were to be 
sworn to by him, and certified to by a majority of the patrons as correct. 
and upon which returns the county allows one dollar per month for each 
pupil Bhown to have attended regularly, not to exceed twenly-live dollars 
per month to any one school for a term of five months. 

It is hoped by this plan to secure a greater interest on the part ol par- 
ents in sending their children regularly to school. In order Unit the 
amount that they will have to pay may be lessened, and it will also induce 
the teacher to greater efforts in the discharge of his duties. Moreover, 
remote neighborhoods, thinly populated, will be enabled to have the 
benefit of the free school fund. 

Wo are creeling some fine Irame school-houses, well fitted up with 
desks, seats, teacher's stand, &c, the first in this county — as heretofore our 
schools have been kept in Borne old log outbuilding or other, badly ex- 
posed to the weather, and almost entirely destitute of proper desks and 
seats. 

We still labor under great difficulty in procuring fit and competent 
teachers. I am satisfied that a dozen or more persons competent to in- 
struct in the primary branches, could find employment here from Septcm 
ber ugtil March, at salarie% ranging from fifteen to twenty dollars per 
month. What an opportunity does not this aflord to Northern people 
(especially invalids) to escape the cold, enjoy the benefits of our delight- 
ful climate, and realize plenty to defray all expenses here and return, 
and have in addition the satisfaction of knowing that they are aiding the 
education of the rising generation. 

There ts about to be erected at Manatee, as I am informed, a handsome 
school-building for the education of the colored children at that place, by 
means of funds contributed by benevolent people at the North, and also a 
residence for the teacher. This has been effected through the efforts of a 
Miss E. Garrison, and another lady, agents of the American Missionary 
Society, who, happening at Manatee, and observing the ignorance and 
degradation prevailing among the colored people at that place, went 
bravely to work, and notwithstanding the most bitter persecution on the 
part of the white population of the place, being totally discountenanced 
and shut out from society, every door closed against them, and compelled 
to accept an old outhouse, and finally erect a shelter by their own labor, 
they organized a colored school and conducted it through the winter. I 
gave them all tbe assistance in my power, and succeeded in having an ap- 
propriation made, which, however, but poorly paid them for their valua- 
ble services and what they had to undergo. I look for their return this 
winter, and hope to aid them much more. The establishment of this 
school at Manatee will be a great advantage to the colored population at 
that place, and a great inducement to immigrants— not, however, the only 
one which tbe place affords. It is beautifully located on the Manatee 
river, a thriving little village, with several stores, saw-mill, churches, &c. 
The best of hammock land abounds, which can be bought cheap, or home- 
steaded. Health is good, fish and oysters plentiful, labor in great de- 
mand at good wages. John F. Bahtholf. 
majuon COUNTY. 

Superintendent, W. J. Tucker, Ocala, Schools, 30 ; papiis, 
1,300. Total amount of school tax assessed for 1872, 94,562 ; 
4 
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total amount school tax collected in 1372, $4,176.28; total 
amount school tax assessed for 1873, $5,896.47. Total amount 
of public money received from the county for 1872, $4,176.28-. 
total amount received from the State, $029.85. Total amount 
expended by the board for 1872, $4,758.73. Total expenditure 
for schools, $4,758.7:1. 

MOSTROE COL* NTT. 

Superintendent, Hon. J. W. Locke, Key West. Schools, 10 — 
considered in the report as 2, but equivalent to 10 ■ pupils, 588. 
Total amount received from the county, $5,121.23 ■ total amount 
from the State, *l,504,O4. Amount paid lioard of Public In- 
struction, ! ! Total amount expended by the board, $5,678.02. 
Cash on hand, in addition to 18 bonds ot 1871, $1,007.28. Pri- 
vate contributions, reserved for building, $1,000. 

The following letter is from the Hon. .1. W. Locke, United 
States District Judge, Key West : 

Key West, Fla., October 4, 1873. 
Hon. J. V. (Jifto, $>t/>eri>Uendent of Public Instruction : 

Deak Sm : I have the honor to forward annual report few the past year, 
Onr schools are flourishing finely, and although we have not such an array 
in -number*, yet in character ot the schools I do not consider ours are sur- 
passed in the State. For the past year we have had in operation two 
schools, with eight teachers, for ten full months. Our teachers are paid 
annual salaries, and paid promptly in United Slates currency at the end 
of every quarter. 

We have purchased a house lot for the building of a new school -house, 
for which we have paid $1,000, and soon intend erecting a building capa- 
ble of accommodating from 500 to 600 pupils, in ten or twelve divisions. 
I consider the system of large schools subdivided preferable by far (>> 
numerous small, independent schools. 

We have this year (October 1) started, in addition to those in operation 
(he past year, two schools, one a primary school, the other especially for 
Ihe benefit of the Cuban population. 

We have been fortunate in obtaining excellent teachers, both principals 
and assistants, who have taken a deep interest in their work, and gained 
the confidence of both pupils and parents, which fact has greatly increased 
the popularity of public school education. 

There has been in attendance on the common schools a full number ot 
586. The low averaee shown in the report was caused by the prevalence 
of sickness among the scholars, interrupting the regularity of attendance. 

Feeling desirous that the school tax should not be more burdensome 
than absolutely necessary, and believing that with the strictest economy 
tbey could get through the year, the board of education reduced the 
amount to he levied for county school tax from five mills, which it had 
been, i« three mills. 

Trusting that the cause ot" common school education will continue to 
prosper sufficiently to gratify the wishes of its most ardent friends, I have 
the honor tn be, truly and sincerely yours, J. W. Locke, 

nassai COUNTY. 

Superintendent, J. C Emerson, Femandin-t. Schools, 10; 
pupils, 342. Total amount of public money received from the 
county, $1,395.25 ; total amount from the Slate, $1,354.76. To- 
tal amount expended by the lioard, $1,741.87. Balance of pub- 
lic monev on hand for 1S73, $2,530.64. 
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,_ CHANGE I'OL'MV. 

Superintendent, N. W. Prince, Apopka. Schools, ?< ; pupils, 
200. Total amount of money from the county not stated ; total 
amount from the State for the years 1872 and 1873, $283.84 ; 
total amount expended by the hoard for the vears 1872 mid 
1873, 13,731.46, 

folk county. 

Superintendent, W. P>. Yarn, Bartow. Schools, 4 ; pupils, 
KiO ; gain, 4. Total amount of money received from the county 
not stated ; total amount received from the State, * 1 70.32 ; total 
amount expended by the hoard for the year 1873, $S1G. 05. 
Ilalance of public money on hand for 1873, 1639.79. Source of 
this balance is not stated. Total expenditure, *73U.45. 

The following is from the Superintendent : 

Bahtow, September 19, t878. 
Hon. J. C. Giiib*, Hupcrintcntlmt Public J nut ruction : 

Dear Silt: In addition to schools reported, I beg leave to statu that we 
have contracted with teachers to teach three others, two of which are now 
in successful operation, and the third will go inlo effect on the SOlh of next 
month- Could competent teachers have been obtained to the extent of 
schools applied for, our report would have presented n more favorable ap- 
pearance. Our citizens generally are anxious to avail themselves of the 
benefits or the system. 

In addition to the want of a competent corps of teachers, is the neces- 
sity or a uniform series of text-hooks. It has been suggested by some of 
the friends of education, whose judgment is entitled to the highest cre- 
dence, that we pay individually tuition one year so as to allow an accumu- 
lated fund to purchase the necessary globes, maps, hooks, &c. This would 
doubtless be a good move if met with universal favor. We find the citi- 
zens generally willing to contribute liberally in the support of schools. 

In hV be**! of the continued growth of education in our county, we 
are yours very truly, W. B. Varn, Superintendent. 

X. S. Bi.ot:nt, Chairman. 

PUTNAM (JQL.NTY. 

Superintendent, lion. E. K. Chadwiok, Palatka. Schools, 12 ; 
pupils, 350 ; gain, 22. Total amount of public money received 
from the county, *2,000; from the State, *437.90 ; total amount 
expended by the board. $2,0 74.83. Publie money on hand, 
$1,488.84. 

The following letter is from the Superintendent : 

Pat.atka, Fla., November 32, 1873. 

it.m.j. v. am*: 

Sir: The school records of Putnam county dale as far back as 185ti. 
A t that time the number of school children in the county was 504, and the 
amount of school money received for that year, $147.74 ; and, according to 
(ho records, the total amount of school' money received by the county 
from IB-'Ki to I88&— thirteen years— was #707.24, "and the total number or 
free schools established during that, period was seven, each for a single 
tiTm of from three to sis months. With such a limited amount of lands. 
of course it was impossible to accomplish much towards maintaining fret! 
schools. 

In 1800 the Board of Public Instruction of Putnam county was organ- 
ized under the present law, but not until 1870 were any schools estab- 
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Usbed, Since that time from eight to twelve free schools have been in suc- 
cessful operatioD for the term of three months in each year. The number 
of school children in the county at this time is officially reported to be 
[,459, and the amount of school lax levied for this year is $3,313.03. 

During the past year a new and comfortable school-house has been built 
iu Palatka at a cost of about $ 1,000, capable of accommodating 75 pupils, 
in which is now in successful operation one ot the best schools in this part 
of the State. The number of schools for the present scholastic year will 
be increased to not less than fifteen, and (he length of the school term fixed 
at five months, instead of three, as heretofore. It has been difficult to en 
sago competent teachers for the short term of three months, but with the 
lengthening of the term I am confident that a better class of teachers can 
be secured, aud in every way the results of the longer term will be an im- 
provement. Some of the teachers, however, heretofore employed, have 
been both faithful and competent, and deserve much credit for the success 
they have attained. 

Ihe financial affairs of the School Board of this county have been 
managed on a cash basis, and this inspires confidence and respect in nil 
■u ho have dealings with the board, either as teachers or in any other ca- 
pacity. 

Public sentiment is much more favorable than formerly towards the 
tree school system, and we have much encouragement to continue the 
work. And while there yet remains much to be done in order to secure 
the full benefit of our free schools to all the children of the county, yet wc 
think that, under the circumstances, commendable progress lias been 
made. Very respectfully, E. R. Chadwick, 

County Superintendent. 

SANTA. ROSA COUNTY. 

>u per intend eut, J. A. Chaffin, Milton. Schools, S ; pupils, 
353; gain, 116. Total amount of money received from State 
mid count)-, not stated. Total expenditure for schools, $600. 
Cash on hand, $29.69. 

The Superintendent writes as follows : 

Mtlton, Fla., August 25, 1878. 
Ihu. J. C. trtWtf, Superinteiufent Public Instruction, TaUa/uusce. Via. : 

Deak See : You will see by the report that eight schools have been in 
operation in this county each for three months. They were very well 
scattered over the county, where, in my opinion, they were most needed, 
as a great many children had the advantage that never attended school 
before. There wss but one school that taught higher branches than Spell- 
ing, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, and Grammar, and very 
little of the two last. 1 could have carried on several more schools had I the 
money. The money that has carried on the schools mentioned in this report 
was paid to me by the collector June 4, 1873, as the State and county school 
tax collected in and for the year 1871, and no county school lax for 1872. 
Now, if the Stale and county school tax ia due the county, there are two 
(Hher years that ought to be paid. Please let mc know aboutit. 
Your obedient servant, 

J. A. Cuaffix, County Superintendent. 

.SUMTER COUNTY. 

Superintendent, A. P. Roberts, Leesburg. Schools, 7 ; pu- 
pils, 203. Total amount of public money received from the 
county not stated; received from the State, $233.97; total 
amount expended by the board for 1873, $750 ; total expendi- 
I on for schools, $750. 
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ST. JOHNS COUNTY. 

Superintendent, O. Bronson, St. Augustine. Schools, 10 ; 

fain, 1 ; pupils, 337. Total amount from the State and county, 
2,292.98. Contributions from citizens, including #1,200 from 
Peabody Fund, $2,763. Total cost, 14,183.06 ; balance on 
hand, $872.92. 

The following letter is from the Superintendent : 
To the Superintendent of Put/lie Instruction : 

Dear Sir: I herewith submit my report of the schools in litis county 
for the last scholastic year. There has been six schools in operation, lu 
all instances where application has been made for the establishment of a 
school, and a teacher recommended by the trustees, a school lias been 
opened. 

Prospects are very favorable for the coming year. The chief difficulty 
in this county, which will take lime for its removal, is the sparseness oi' 
its population and the distance of the families from any common centre. 

The people feel Iheir want of education, and are almost universally anx- 
ious that their children should not grow up under the same disadvantage, 
which they experienced themselves. There is manifested in most of the 
precincts a commendable interest in the cause of education. 1 never 
heard but one person say that be did not want a school-house near Lira, 
for that would bring in settlers, and then what should be do for a range 
for his cattle. 

"What the State needs is an educated people, and for that the State 
should provide. The first requisite is the establishment of school-houses. 
I would suggest that all moneys belonging to the school fund should be 
used for that purpose and no other, as the simplest method of reaching the 
end in view and promoting the interestofeducattouin the State until schools 
are built. While every one imbued with American principles feels thai 
the State cannot be too closely allied to the schools, at least so far as to gift 
to every inhabitant the benefit of an education qualified to make him a 
useful citizen, and enable him to employ his natural faculties to advan- 
tage. For this purpose the schools should be free to all. Nothing should 
be taught in the schools but what the State judges to be proper, and within 
their legitimate functions. 

If the public free school system is to be carried out in this State land wir 
believe the American people, clnimioe; the right to judge for themselves in 
this, one of the most important of all their rights, will carry it out), we 
must believe the schools discharge their duties and perform the functions 
entrusted to them, when they prepare their pupils to fight the great battli- 
of life, in obedience to the laws or the State. We cannot be too careful 
that we do not attempt, or even allow, anything that would prevent any 
person from particip»ting in their advantages. We believe in the duty oi 
every person to be religious and to owe supreme allegiance to their Crea- 
tor, and any school that teaches anything contrary to the laws of God we 
would corcliidly join in condemning. But teaching religion in any form is 
not one of the Junctions of a free public school, and this is the onlv form 
of school that the State intends to establish. It wonld be a manifest de- 
parture from the object for which they are established, and could only be 
proposed by those who would willingly see the whole system of public 
schools destroyed. 

The Peabody school, in this city, retains its good reputation, and is in ;i 
very satisfactory condition. It well deserves the encouragement that it 
has' received, tt is patronized by our best citizens, without distinction. 
The Board of Trustees consists of all denominations, and perfect harmony 
has characterized all of their proceedings. Their children are, or have 

■ 
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been, all mem bets of the school. I have heard of no objection lo the 
school, except from those who object to the whole system on which our 
public schools are founded. 

When a free public school was first spoken of in Si . Augustine, Mr. 
t*tars, the agent of the Peabody Fund, visited this city. Theprospeci 
was rat iter discouraging. Mr. Hears remarked, *' You can no 1 have a school 
without scholars." The frieods of the system about to he inaugurated 
carefully canvassed the city and came (o the conclusion that not more 
than thirty pupils could be counted upon. On this calculation they bor- 
rowed money to enlarge the building which was used for public offices, 
:iud which had been given to the city Tor the purpose of a p blic school. 
Provision was made for 120 pupils, to meet any emergency. To their 
agreeable surprise the school opvneri with a much larger number lhan 
was expected. The school has steadily increased in size till now it he- 
comes necessary to increase its accommodations, both as to room and 
teachers. Instead of petitioning for additional separate schools and di- 
vision of the small allowance received from taxes, we greatly need in- 
creased funds lo make ibis school what it should be, a model institution, 
capable of accommodating the whole city, and giving u complete educa- 
tion in those branches which it proposes to teach. It is only by the as- 
sistance of the Peabody Fund that our city schools are able 10 accomplish 
what they have. We do not fear that any such aitempt as has been made 
to impair their resources will he received by the people, or their repre- 
sentatives, the Legislature, with any favor until a system of free education 
h abandoned. 

The colored school occupies a commodious building erected by the 
I 'reed man *s Bureau, and to it is attached a convenient cottage For the 
teacher's residence, owned by the American Missionary Association, in 
New York. This school has 'always maintained a uis;h reputation. It 
has been a great blessing to those tor whom it was established. 

This city enjoys exceptional advantages for education. Its healthiness 
at fill seasons of the year is such that schools could be kept open iu sum- 
mer as well os winter, with only the necessary vacations. The prospect 
of a greatly increased population and its facility of access when railroad 
communication shall be opened to Jacksonville, will conspire to make it 
a place of great resort. ' 

The State needs a school of the highest character, sufficiently large to 
receive all that apply, and provided with a competent corps of teachers 
I trust the time is not far distant when this need will be supplied. 

Mr. Watcrhury, the principal of the Peabody school, who is enthusi- 
astically devoted to its interests, has collected over 150 volumes ns a be- 
ginning ol a well-selected library for the use of the school. As soon as a 
suitable building can be procured we hope to see this grow iuto a large 
pnblic library. O. B RON son, 

Superintendent of Si. Johns County, Florida. 

SUWAKNIK COCTSTY. 

Superintendent, M. M. Blackburn, Live Oak. Schools, 21; 
gain, 12 ; pupils, 803 ; gain, 501. Total amount of public 
money received from the county not reported ; total amount 
from thu State, §302.10 ; total amount of school tax collected 
for 1872, $1,610.45 ; total amount of public money expended by 
the board, $1,828.50. Total expenditures for schools, $2,381.70, 
.sitd of this amount $907.40 was contributed by the citizens. 
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Office County Siji-kiuntekdent ok Schoolb, ( 
Live Oak, Fla., November 15, 1H73. J 
Hon. J. C. (Jibba, Superintendent of Public Inxtrurlion of Florida, Talto 

hattee: 

Dear Sut : I herewith hand you my annual report of tlie operations of 
the Board of Public Instruction for Buwuunee county for the year endinp 
on Die 30th of September, 1813. 

The report shows that twenty-one schools were taught during the year, 
being an increase of twelve schools over Ibe year previous ; and lite whole 
number of pupils attending school was 803, being an increase of C01 over 
the previous year. The average cost of each pupil to the school fund was 
(3.38, while the average cost of each pupil for the same lime the year pre 
vious was (5.81, showing a. reduction in the average coat of $3.53 iu favor 
of the year just closed. You will observe, however, that ihe pairons con- 
tributed liberally in some places to the support of the public schools, but 
when we include the amount contributed by pa irons with that used by the 
board, the average cost of each pupil is still $2.50 less than it was the pre- 
vious year. 

I am gratified to be able to report that all classes of our people are lie 
coming more interested in Ihe cause of education; and as an evidence of 
this tact, we have about ten applications for schools where no public 
schools have yet been taught. The board desire to extend scholastic aid 
to all the children in the county, as far as practical, believing thai to be 
the meaning and Intent of the school laws. 

Hut, on account of the stringency of the times, they have only assessed 
the same amount of school tax that was assessed the previous year ; and 
(his baa' made it necessary to undertake the establishment of aid school*, as 
a pro rata distribution of the funds will not be sufficient to pay a teacher 
for the term of three months at any one place. To obviate this difficulty 
they have adopted a (brm of contract to be signed by patrons and teacher 
(a copy of which is herewith attached), before organizing a pubiic school. 

The board proposes to organize twenty-six schools during the next 
scholastic year on the plan proposed. They worked very well last year 
on a smaller scale, aud we have hopes of greater results the coming year. 
Very respectfully yours, «fcc, M. M. Blackhtuin, 

County Superintendent of Schools. 

I Contract.] 
Suwa.nnke County, Fla., November , 1873. 
School No. at 

We, the undersigned patrons of said school, agree to pay to 

for teaching a public school for throe 
months iti this scholastic year such an amount for each of onr 
children, wards, or beneficiaries, subscribed as, when added to 
the sum of dollars, received by him from the public 

fund, shall raise his compensation to dollars for school 

month, it being; understood that this obligation is several and 
binds each of us only for his or her proportionate part, 

I, , agree to teach ana govern aaid 

school according to the public school laws and the regulations 
of the Department of Public Instruction of Florida, commencing 
on the day of November, 1873, 

Teacher. 
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TAYLOB COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Joseph S. Howell, Shady Grove SchoolB, 
U; gain, 2; pupils, 170. Total amount of public money ex- 
pended by the board, $498.32 ; contributed by the citizens, 
*488.50 ; total expenditure for schools 1986. 

VOLUSIA COUNTY. 

No report this year, some change having taken place upon 
the board. 

1 " WAKOT.LA COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Gustavo Jacnicke, St. Marks. The late Su- 
perintendent, John Rogue, having died a few weeks since 
at, Craw ford ville, the county site of Wakulla, and no definite 
information in relation to the schools for the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1813, has been received. 

The following statement in relation to the work of the ensu- 
ing year is made by the Superintendent: 

I eniered upon ibe amies of my present office the first day of Septem- 
ber, this year. The whole school year had nearly elapsed ; therefore, I 
am only able to describe so far as progress and management, of business is 
concerned, what I found in the records. 

There were necessarily some schools established and no funds to pay 
lie teachers with, who have performed their duty well and faithfully, 
and the schools were well attended by an average number of 250 pupils 
throughout the county. By overhauling the books I found $3,000 debts 
due to teachers, and other arrearages. Considering it & great evil to open 
more schools than the funds allow, the board wisely concluded to have 
no school at all until there is money in the treasurer's bands. 

The new scbolas lie year will open nnder more favorable auspices ; there 
is a fresh hope and greater confidence in the present leader and manager 
of the school business in this county. All friends of popular and national 
education endeavor lo geteverybocly interested in schools, so that the sys- 
tem of our free schools may be thought and considered as the vein of life 
in nur State. Most nil the citizens manifest the greatest in tercat in schools. 
and in fact they cheerfully co-operate and try "to render me all assistance 
possible. 

There will he school-houses Ireelv offered and furnished by patrons, and 
they will comply with all the conditions exacted of tbem by the Board oi 
Public Instruciion in this county. I have had the opportunity o( visiting 
various school-houses, but they are not as they should be. There were no 
desks or seats for the children, &c. 

I admire the great seal among the colored people to learn and to pro- 
gress. They feel that education is bliss and economy, and ignorance is 
waste. They feel that a skilled workman will do more work, and in a better 
manner, than au uneducated man, who cao only use his brute muscle. 

Next year there will be at least four schools in operation, all the debts 
will be paid, and at the end of the year I here will be a surplus of $36.83. 



The following will show how the finances stand : 

Income by the one-mill tax for 1873 f.TM.44 

Income by count; tax for 1873 1,268,11 

Aid of toe State 200.00 

line to the school fund by Robertson, lata tax collector 168.28 

Old taxes from 1873 50.00 

On band , 60,00 

Total $2,088.8;: 

Itemized estimate for 1874.... 8,003,00 

Balance „ 130.83 

We will be out of debt, and that is to be considered Ike greatest ad- 
vantage and the greatest step; yet we labor under many other obstacles, 
and chief among I best is I be scarcity of competent teachers. The rough 
material we have to use for that purpose, awl unfortunately we caa*ot 
offer inducement sufficient lo cause competent persons to come here mid 
take charge of schools. The people are so widely scattered, and many arc 
living in so remote and out >>f the way places, that it is impossible to bene- 
fit everybody, particularly in the nex't year, where, upon an area of about 
five hundred square mites, only four scboola can be established. Wo must 
have competent teachers, and I shall make every possible effort to obtain 
them. What we can realize for next year (as shown above} will enable 
us to establish only three months' schools. Tbe schools will be established 
where tbe population is tbe thickest, and I am happy to state that most ot 
the people would make any sacrifice and attbuiit to any inconvenience in 
order to send their children regularly to sclttial. 

lo conclusion I have to remark that the so called school scrip will he- 
destroyed before the board, as it might come into ibe treasury ; Unit next 
year such a thing will not exist any more, and matters will he on a cash 
"hnsis Gustavk Jaenicke, 

Su peri a ten dent oi Schools. 

St. Marks, November 3, 1873. 

WALTON COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Hon. J. L. McKinnon, Ucheeanna. Schools. 
12 ; pupils, 427, Total amount ot public money received from 
State an J county, $897. 84 ; received from the citizens, private 
contributions, $895 ; total amount of school tax collected in 
1872, $1,063.94 ; total expenditure for the schools, $3,295, 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Superintendent, Hon. Thomas Hannah, Vernon. Schools, 
10; gain, 3; pupils, 283; gain, 88. Total amount of public 
money received from the county, $974,33 ; from the Stale, 
$432.60; contributed by the citizens, $651.32; total expendi- 
ture, $2,058.25. 

Office Superintendent Public Instruction, } 
Tallahassee, Florida. \ 

The following questions may be answered in writing by per- 
sons distant from this office, seeking teacher's certificates : 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Snbtract 365 tritlionths from 787, and divide the remain- 
der by fonr-fifths of .02. 
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2. From two-thirds of a ton subtract 1 7 pounds, and find 
what part of a ton the remainder equals. 

3. A and B dig a ditch 40 feet long, C feet wide, and 4 feet 
deep, in 5 days; 15 digging two-filteenths of the ditch each 
day. In what time would A alone have dug the ditch? 

4. If rectangular building lots, measuring 40 feet by 100 
feet, are sold for $400 each, what price per acre is obtained for 
the land ? 

5. At §5 per cord, what will be the cost of a pile of wood 
lrt feet long, 6 feet 4 inches high, and 4 feet 8 inches wide ? 

6. What is the difference between the compound and the 
simple interest of $100 for 2 years, 2 months, and 2 days, at O 
per cent., the compound interest being due semi-annually? 

7. At what discount must stocks yielding an annual dividend 
of 8 per cent, on the par value, he bought, that the investment 
may yield fl per cent, on the money invested ? 

8. I bought goods for $100, paying cash for them May 1, 
1870. On the first of February, 1872, 1 sold the goods for $105. 
What per cent, was gained on the money paid for the goods, 
money being worth <f per cent, per annum? 

9. Which is the better investment, 8 per cent, stocks at 20 
per cent, discount, or 12 per cent, stocks at 15 percent, pre- 
mium '{ 

10. A man bought a house at a discount of 30 per cent, upon 
its appraised value, and sold it for 15 per cent, more than its 
appraised value. He received $5,000 for the house. What did 
he pay for it ? grammar. 

1. Correct the following sentences: 

I expected to have gone yesterday. Each one of us have 
as much as we can do. I saw him five years since. Washing- 
ton will be remembered as him who was the Father of his 
country. 

2. Write the plural of spoonful, court-martial, radius, memo- 
randum, corps, hose, turkey, motto, mosquito, criterion. 

3. Parse the words in capitals in the following sentences : 
The estate is worth ten thousand dollars. The well is 

ten feet rkei'. Now is your time. You will gain thereby. 
I found him alone. He returned home. I want a hero — an 
uncommon want. Last came Joy's ecstatic trial. 

4. How are verbs divided according to their use? 

5. How are verbs divided according to their form ? 

6. W 7 rite the principal parts of teach, arise, throw, He, and 
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Can the same verb be both transitive and intransitive? 
£. How do shall and will differ in meaning? 
9. What is meant by the object of a verb ? 
1 0. What is meant by the object of a preposition ? 
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1. Whv is the Torrid Zone the warmest part of the earth V 

2. Which is the longest, a degree of longitude near the 
Arctic Circle, or a degree of latitude, and why? 

3. Name two European capitals having nearly the eame 
latitude as New York City. 

4. Where is the highest mountain range in Asia, and what 
is its name? 

5. Describe the position of the principal plains and table- 
lands of North America. 

6. What determines the direction of the Hudson River J 

7. What portions of South America are nearly rainless, and 
why? 

8. Why is Rhode island so extensively en gaged in manu- 
facturing ? 

9. Name one of the United Status that resembles 1'ortugal 
in area. 

10. Name the States or Territories that are separated by tin; 
Missouri RivCr, also those through which it flows. 

1. Aqueduct. 2. Receive, 3. Circumference. 4. Believe, 
i. Rheumatism. 0. Separate. 7. Facetious. 8. Symmetry. 
s>. Accommodate. 10, Vermilion. 



I. Who was king of England in 1*76, 
tracter? Who was his Pume Minister? 
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and what was his 
character * 

2. What British Statesman opposed the American War? 

3. For what is each of the following places distinguished in 
American history: St. Augnstine, Annapolis, Charleston, New 
Orleans, Guilford Court-house, Monmouth ? 

4. By whom was Louisiana settled, and how did it become 
a part of the United States ? Florida ? 

5. Name four Orators distinguished in American history, 
four Statesmen, four Generals, two Historians, two Poets. 

6. How are United States Senators elected, and for what 
time? How are members of the House of Representative* 
elected, and what is the basis of representation ? 

1. By whom was the Mississippi discovered ? Where ? 
When? 

8. Name one important battle in which Burgoyne was en- 
gaged; Cornwallis; Washington. 

9. From what nations have we acquired Louisiana, Florida, 
and California? 

10. What induced Columbus to attempt the discovery of a 
Western Continent ? 

\ 
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The following is the State series of text-books : 

KEADUIW AND 6FKLLEJI8. 

Union Series Primers and Readers — Union Primer, First 
Reader or Jeffers' Chart, JTos. 2, 3, 4, 6, and 6. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Felter's First Lessons in Arithmetic, Felter's Primary Arith- 
metic, Feller's Intellectual Arithmetic, Felter's Intermediate 
Arithmetic, Felter's Practical Arithmetic 

UKAMMAK. 

Kerl's First Lessons in Grammar, and Keri's Common School 
Grammar, 

IlllETOItlC. 

Quackenbos' Rhetoric, and Scholars' Companion. 

OEOGUAPIIY, 

H on tic-th's— First Lessons, Introduction to Manual, New 
Manual, Physical and Intermediate, Political and Intermediate, 
and McN ally's System of Geography. 

WElTEMtt, 

Spencerian System. 

HOOK-K KttFUKJ. 

liryant & Slratton't;. 

E1ISTOISY. 

Wilson's Series — Wilson's Primary American, Wilson's His- 
tory United States, Wilson's American History, Wilson's Out- 
lines of Universal History (University edition). 

Parley's Universal History. 

UOTAHY. 

Gray's — IIow Plants Grow, and School and Field Book. 

<;hemtstey. 
Well's Chemistry. 

I'UYSIOLOOY. 

Huxley and Youmans' Physiology. 

FKEMC1I. 

Tasquell's French Course. 

AliGBBBA. 

Loomis' — Algebra, and (Jeometry, 

LATIN. 

Andrews and Stodart's Grammar and Reader. 

GBEEK. 

Alpheus H, Crosby's (Grammar and lieader. 

GERMAN. 

Ahn's Rudiments of the German Language 
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Post-office addressers of School Superintendents, January l, 
1874: 

JONATHAN C. GIBBS, State Superintendent. 

Tallahassee, Kla. 



COUNTY BUPEHTNTHNUKSTli!. 

Alachua Don, W. K. Cessna Gainesville. 

Baker. J. W. Howell Sanderson. 

Bradford Abraham Lawrence Starke. 

Brevard Alexander Bell Fort Pierco. 

Calhoun Alexandur Hawkins Abe'* Springs, 

Clay O. Buddington Middleburg. 

Columbia A. R. Hutchinson., Lake City. 

Duval W, H. Christy Jacksonville. 

Dade B. T, Sturtevant Biscayne. 

Escambia. George Llndsev l'ensacola, 

Franklin F. B. Wakefield Apalachlcolft- 

RadBdeo Samuel Hamlin Quiney. 

Hamilton Stephen 8. Taylor , Jasper. 

Hernando T, 8, Oooeler Brooks villr. 

HilUborough W. F. White Tampa. 

Holmes W, W. Brown. Cerro Gordo. 

Jaekson C. E. Harvey Martanna. 

Jefferson Robert Meachtun Monticello. 

La Fayette Hon. W. D. Bears New Troy. 

Leon John P. A p thorp Tallahassee. 

Levy. Thomas B. Faltoute Hrocson. 

Liberty. John W. Hosfor d Coe'a Mill*. 

Madison Dennis Eagan .* Madison. 

Manatee J. F. BarthotC. Pine Level. • 

Marion Wllilam J. Tocker Ocala. 

Monroe J. W. Locke Key West, 

Nassau , J. C. Emerson Fernandina, 

Orange. N. W, Prince Apopka. 

Polk. W. B. Vara Bartow. 

Putnam E. B. Chadwiek Palatka. 

Santa Rosa. J. A. Chaffln. Milton. 

St. Johns U. Brenson St. Augustine. 

Sumler A. P. Roberta Leesburg. 

Suwannee M. M. Blackburn Live Oak. 

Taylor Joseph 8. Howell Shady Grove. 

Vol asia Champ Spencer Port Orange. 

Wakulla Gustavo Jaenlcke St. Marks. 

Walton J. L, McKiniion Ucheeanna. 

Washington Thomas Hannah Vernon. 



"EDUCATION IN THE SOUTH/' 



A I*aper lEead before the National Educational Asso- 
ciation* at its 13th Annual Meeting, at Elmira, 
on the 7th day of August, 1873, 

BY HON. JONATHAN C. GIBBS, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State oi Florida, 

The future life of the Ameriean Nation is a subject of pro- 
found interest to considerate men. The present "life of this 
nation is so interwoven with the future destiny of the entire 
human race, that there is no form of government or society on 
the broad face of this earth that may not and will not be 
Effected for good or evil in the most positive sense, by the his- 
tory and acts of the people of these United States. The dis- 
tinct mission of the people of these United Slates is to give to 
the world a system of government in which is shown the largest 
positive personal liberty for individual development compatible 
with national safety. The mission of this nation is as distinct 
and emphatic as that of Israel of old. With the birth of even- 
nation destined to live, to endure, is a grand cardinal idea, a 
living thought, breathing in the full sunlight of the fervent 
hearts and vivid imagination* of a chosen few, who are lifted 
by a divine afflatus beyond the ken of mortal vision, and are 
prepared to do and die in the advocacy of the idea, the grand 
thought, that glimmers and glows in their consciousness like a 
previous jewel in the burning sun. This idea — this living 
thought — marks every stage of the nation's life, from its incip- 
ient steps down to its last stage of final decadence. The Jewish 
Government was a Theocracy ; its mission, to teach the world 
that God, Jehovah, is Sovereign King, Lord, Emperor of all the 
earth ; and from the day that Israel crossed the lied Sea down 
to the present moment, prosperity or adversity has been their 
lot, as they adhered to or departed from the grand idea that 
underlies their mission, and is the very comer-stone of their 
existence to-day. So with these United States ; our mission is 
to make room for liberty, make room for the development of 
the individual, and nothing but contention and bloodshed can 
and will mark every national departure from the national oath 
thrown to the world with our national symbol, in 1770, in which 
we declared certain truths self-evident in relation to individual 
development. The entire world understands that here, in thesi i 
United States, the largest personal liberty may be enjoyed ; we 
have for a hundred years been inviting to come to us, from all 
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parts of the earth, theme who are sighing and longing to 
develop every faculty that God and Nature lias implanted in 
their being. 

Are not the duties of American citizenship high ami respon 
Bible? The nation's saered honor is pledged to make room for 
the struggling millions of the earth, and with an abiding faith 
in the strength of republican ideas and institutions, we say, 
Come to us and we will do you good, for the Lord hath given 
to us a goodly inheritance. We are here to-day aw builders, 
reconstructors, to examine carefully one of the. great foundation 
stones of the temple of our liberties — National Intelligence ! 
We are here to learn what the opportunity, what the means by 
which the entire nation may learn and correctly apply tin.- prin- 
ciples and doctrines of 1770. There is undoubtedly a vast pres- 
sure upon this corner-stone, National Intelligence, but we report 
that it is in fair condition and very nearly level ! It will bear 
an almost unlimited pressure for the next titty years. Some 
time ago it slipped from its resting-place upon Virtue. :uul 
caused much unpleasantness ; but the people raised it with the 
strong lever of Justice, and then blocked it with the Recon- 
struction Acts of Congress, and it is able to-day to bear the 
strain of 23,000 more school-houses in the late rebellious States 
of our Union, because there are :t,000,000 in a strictly illiterate 
condition, and the public mind is largely conscious, by the expe- 
rience of the last ten years, what may result from ignorance and 
arrogance in a country professedly free. We are here to-day to 
ascertain what has already been done, and what is now in pro- 
gress, and what we may reasonably expect in relation to the 
future. Justice and canity demand that the magnitude of the 
educational wants of the Strath ern States, ami its intrinsic import- 
ance to the whole country, be laid before the public mind from 
time to time, that men everywhere may understand that the 
.education of the mass is indissoluble from a healthy condition 
of free government. 

The exact measure of an American citizen is his usefulness to 
his country, his God, the world. Other nations may have n 
different standard of measure, but here on Columbia's soil, tin- 
birthplace of Washington, Hancock, Jefferson, and Lincoln, use- 
fulness will be the recognized standard measure of a man. 

We are to-day from the distant State of Florida to say what 
we are doing to train up men" and women, irrespective of raw 
or color, who shall add Inst re to the glory of* our common 
country by those sterling virtues of manhood and womanhood 
that constitute true greatness, whether they In; found in th>' 
palace or hovel. 

It might have been interred in I H(S7 and 188B, without violent 
supposition, that Florida would have heen one of the Southern 
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States in which reconstruction would be most difficult, because 
more than three-fourths of her existence as a State and Territory 
had been blasted by a long and continuous Indian war, and be- 
fore Bhe could recover from the, barbarizing effects of savage 
warfare she was cast into the seething, boiling caldron of seces- 
sion, only to be withdrawn by the strong hand of Federal 
power, suffering and distracted in all her interests. But the 
sound sense of a majority of the people of Florida, colored and 
white, saved this State from many of those terrible political 
blunders that constitute crime in the highest sense when the life 
and precious interests of a State or nation are swinging over a 
vortex of ruin and misery. Georgia, Texas, Louisiana, and 
others furnish much food for thought in this direction for re- 
flecting minds. 

There was, prior to the war, in this State and other States of 
the South a system of education that was called public, but it 
failed in all the essential features of a public school system. 
Slavery had much to do with its failure. It has been said to 
me by parties who had opportunities of knowing the exact 
truth, that these schools were regarded as pauper institutions, 
and the wealthy would not send their children, and withheld 
largely moral and material support. As society was constituted 
in the days of slavery, the rich white man had very little in- 
terest in the poor white man, and fierce animosities existed by 
reason of the sharply drawn lines of class distinctions that are 
not explained by saying lines of demarkation always exist be- 
tween wealth and poverty. Slavery divided the whites into 
two classes, and kept them apart, inculcating the idea that they 
had no interest in common. I have heard them give expression 
to their estimate of the class to which the supposed offender 
might belong, after an interchange of incivilities, in language 
somewhat deficient in beauty, but not in force. During mo- 
ments of unpleasant excitement, the words " 'ristocrat " and 
"cracker" take on additions hardly fit for polite ears, and then 
flash out and fly around like blue lightning. The brutal influ- 
ence of slavery was in many respects barely secondary in its 
effects upon the poor whites to that of the slave. In many 
parts of the South it is regarded as an aggravated insult to say 
" You are a poor white man." The freedmen give birth to the 
same thought in two sententious words : " Poor buckra !" ex- 

Eressive to their minds of dirty personal habits, shiftlessness, 
iziness, want of energy, force, stolid ignorance, dishonesty, and 
worse than all to the Southern mind, moral and physical cow- 
ardice. It expressed even more than this — jibe, jeer, pity, con- 
tempt ; and even the slave, standing in the midst of his shackles, 
would say, Here am I — poor, wretched, ignorant, disheartened, 
outraged in all that is dear to man by legalized enactments, 



with no hope between this and the grave — superior to you, a 
white man, born free, but without hope, without aspiration. 
Have not the poorer class of the whites strong reason to be 
staunch Union men, and stand by the old flag unflinchingly? The 
horrors and tyrannies of Kn-Klux organizations will be impossi- 
ble when the poorer class have access to the common schools. 

The Ninth United States Census shows the following condi- 
tion of literacy and illiteracy in eleven States, in round numbers: 

School Cannot 

Attendance. fflWlT 

Virginia 153,000 438,000 

Georgia 77,000 418,000 

Alabama 77,000 388,000 

Arkansas 62,000 111,000 

Louisiana 51,000 257,000 

Maryland ;.... 105,000 111,000 

Mississippi , 89,000 291,000 

North Carolina 06,000 338,000 

South Carolina 41,000 264,000 

Texas 85.000 189,000 

Florida 18,000 71,000 

Total 753,000 3,868,000 

This is trnly suggestive, and the inquiry is pertinent: Have 
we not a missionary field at our very doors ? 

The resources of Florida for educational purposes may be 
stated as follow s : 85,714 acres of land granted by Congress 
for the support of two seminaries, one east and the other west 
of the Suwannee river. These lands were selected and appraised 
by agents of the State, and approved by the Department at 
Washington. 

Also the ICtb sections granted by Congress to the State for 
general educational purposes, amounting to 704,692 acres. Of 
the seminary lands 46,000 acres have been sold, leaving unsold 
39,000 acres. Of the school lands 1 10,000 acres have been sold, 
leaving a balance of near 594,000 acres. 

Section 4, Article 8, of the Constitution of 18ut>, declares that 
ihe interest of the common school fund shall be applied ex- 
clusively to support a uniform system of common schools. 

The proceeds of all lands that have been, or may hereafter 
be, granted by the United States for educational purposes. 

Appropriations by the State. 

The proceeds of all lands or other property that may accrue 
to the State by escheat or forfeiture. 

Donations by individuals for educational purposes. 

The proceeds of atl property granted to the State, when the 
purpose of such grant is not specified. 

All fines collected under the penal laws of the State. 

Such portion of the per capita tax as may be prescribed by 
law for educational purposes. 

Twenty-five per cent, of the sale of public lands which are 
now, or may be hereafter, owned by the State. 
S 
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A special tax of not less than one mill on the dollar of 
the assessed value of all the property in the State, assessed 
$32,000,000, 

In addition, each county is required to raise by annual tax 
for the support of common schools a sum not less than one-half 
the amount apportioned to each county from the income of the 
common school fund. 

The cash expenditnre for the year ending September 30, 1872, 
is as follows: 

The interest on the common school fund apportioned among 
the several counties amounted to $15,784.53. The warrants 
sold for about sixty cents, which realized $9,470.80. From the 
defective character of the returns it is not possible to state with 
precision what amount the several counties received from the 
one mill constitutional tax. The amount may be 

Estimated at about (75,000.00 

Peabody Fund 7,850,00 

Priva to contribution 8 10,000,00 

Interest on school fund 0,470.80 

ToUl. ....„.._ , .1101,830. SO 

This, divided among all the children in the State, is at the 
rate of $1.64 per child. 

The school fund proper 1b. , t33i,78S.5a 

The Seminary fuud 82,817.37 

Fifty thousand dollars appropriated by the Legislature for 
schools in 1868 is not added in this account, as some informality 
existed at the time of its passage, and it remains unpaid. The 
Legislature at its next session will be requested to make a final 
disposition of the above $50,000. 

The population of Florida in round numbers is U00,000. 
There are 62,870 children between the limits of school age, 4 
and 21. Of this number 18,000 are iu school, on an average, 
fonr months in the year. There are 400 schools, with an average 
of 45 pupils. The census of 1860 — ante bettum — shows that 
Florida had in her schools 4,486 pupils, at an expense of $75,41 2 ; 
and this stands in strong contrast with the fact that to-day 
Florida has 18,000 pupils in school, at an expense of $101,820.80; 
fully four times as many pupils, at an increase of only 33 per 
cent, over expense of 1860. There are 71,000 persons in Florida 
who can neither read nor write, and out of this number about 
19,000 are white and 52,000 colored. 

There are many reasons for believing that this dense cloud of 
ignorance is rapidly dissolving. The desire on the part of the 
colored people to obtain a knowledge of letters is truly aston- 
ishing ; and this desire is sustained by persistent effort. If I 
were to say half that can be truthfully said on this point, I 
would subject myself to the charge of extravagance and ex- 
aggeration by many persons. I know of some marked instances 
of individual progress, such as would put to blush some that 
can boast of an educated ancestry for three generations past. 
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Bat the point that is partiealarly worthy of note ia the wide- 
spread general desire on the part of the colored people to learn. 
The only solution I can give of this state or condition of mind 
among the colored people is, that God has suddenly waked tip 
this entire people to a consciousness of duties and responsibili- 
ties that neither themselves nor others had the least thought or 
expectation of a few years since. The illiteracy of the South 
appeals Btrongly to every Christian heart and mind throughout 
our broad land. 

A good Bishop, during the reign of Mary, was imprisoned in 
the Tower of London for his earnest advocacy of religious free- 
dom, and day after day his parishioners came and bowed upon 
the pavement outside the prison wall, far below the window of 
his prison cell, so that neither party could see each other from 
their respective positions, waiting the benediction of this good 
man. At stated hours during the day, high up the rugged wall, 
from the iron-bound window of his prison cell, could be seen by 
the weeping crowd below, only the two extended arms of the 
good Bishop between the iron bars of his prison window, pro- 
nouncing benedictions upon his troubled flock in the name of 
the Most Holy Trinity, How strong the appeal of those two 
outstretched arms from that prison window in .favor of religious 
toleration. How often have men in all parts of the civilized 
world, for more than a hundred years, asserted the justice of 
that appeal in favor of religious toleration by those two out- 
stretched arms from that prison window. But how much more 
powerful the appeal that is made to you to-day- by the out- 
Stretched hands and sighing hearts of 70,000 of your own coun- 
trymen in the State of Florida, to be delivered from the prison- 
house of ignorance, poverty, suffering, crime 1 I stand here to- 
day appealing to you in behalf of those 70,000 persons, white 
and colored, who, through uo fault of their own, are firmly 
bound by the shackles of ignorance and poverty to-day ; by 
reason of your fault and my fault, when we said, What has the 
North to do with slavery? and lent the use of our ships and 
money to carry on the African slave trade, and by national 
compact agreed to rob Africa for twenty years, and called it a 
lawful business. Onr sin has found us out ! God smote us, and 
to-day, in memory of the loved dead on both sides of the con- 
test, with streaming eyes and quivering hearts bless the hand 
that smote us, and teach our children to the latest generation, 
the grand and great lesson of onr war, viz. ; The Fatherhood 
of God and the Brotherhood of Man ! 

The colored Methodists and Baptists have taken preliminary 
steps to establish two institutes of learning for the training of 
religious teachers. And as we remember the humble begin- 
nings of some of our most distinguished institutions of learning 
here in the North, we thank God and take conrage, knowing 
that the good work will be carried on after we have quit this 
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mortal life by men with more able minds and larger means, but 
no more earnest and sincere than we are to-day. " What !" 
says the carping critic, " are you laying the foundation for col- 
leges and universities for a people not yet ten years ont of 
abject chattel slavery and in the midst of poverty? Give them 
the common school in perfection, and when you have done that 
it will be time enough to think about universities and colleges." 
One moment, Solomon, only one moment, if you please. How 
are we to have good common schools in Florida without these 
higher institutions of learning ? We are sending daily to the 
North, West, and East for competent teachers, and the supply 
is not equal to the demand. Our great want is competent teach- 
ers, and we are compelled in many instances to use material that 
under more favorable circumstances would bo rejected at sight. 
On the 20th day of March, 187-, in accordance with the law 
establishing the Florida Agricultural College, approved Feb- 
ruary 17, 1872, Hon. Charles Beecher was chosen President 
and Hon. W. D. Bloxham Vice-President, aud a Board of Trus- 
tees organized. Within the past three months the agricultural 
scrip given to Florida by Congress has been sold for ninety cents, 
and we have in hand $81,000 to commence this new enterprise. 
This State Agricnltnral College will possess advantages in rela- 
tion to all tropical and semi-tropical prodnctions possessed by 
no other college in the United States. The flora and fauna of 
the tropics will be its great specialty. Onr arboretum will of 
necessity challenge the attention of the Burean at Washington, 
and be made by judicious foresight and action a blessing to the 
entire country. South Florida is below the frost line, and offers 
in this direction large inducements for the location of this col- 
lege. Those rare and precious tropical and semi-tropical plants 
that stimulate the wonder and admiration of the botanist in 
higher latitudes so intensely, here riot in rieh profusion in the 
open air. In relation to health, and particularly pulmonary 
complaints, Florida is unsurpassed by any State in the Union. 
It is a fact worthy of note that more than 50,000 persons visited 
Florida last winter seeking the benefit of the genial, balmy 
influence of the climate, and to escape the rigors of the cold in 
the North. The censuft of 1860 shows that the deaths from 
consumption in the different States of the Union were as follows 
during the year ending May 31, I860 : In Massachusetts, 1 in 
254 ; in Maine, 1 in 289 ; in Vermont, 1 in 404 ; in New York, 
1 in 473 ; in Pennsylvania, 1 in 580 ; in Ohio, 1 in 679 ; in Cali- 
fornia, 1 in 727; iu Virginia, 1 in 757; in Indiana, 1 in 792; in 
Illinois, 1 in 878 ; in Florida, 1 in 1,447. Not one native Flor- 
idian in 3,000 dies with consumption. Nine-tenths of the deaths 
that occur in Florida from consumption are persons who have 
delayed their coming into the State until they were in the last 
stage of the disease. 
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There are some 15,000,000 acres of land belonging to the v 

United States, and 10,000,000 acres State land, all subject to 
homestead entry from 75 cents per acre to $2.50, in quantities 
not exceeding 100 acres. Twenty dollars will, under the home- 
stead law, secure 160 acres of land, and much of it is among the 
most fertile lands in the South. Nearly seven thousand home- 
stead entries have been made since the close of the late war. 
Florida, from its geographical position and a coast line of 1,000 
miles, and an extent of territory 12,208 square miles greater 
than the State of New York — whose area is 47,000 square miles, 
while Florida has 59,268 square miles — must become wealthy 
and powerful among the States of the Union, because it is the 
gate- way of commerce bet ween North and South America, and 
the West Indies. 

The present financial condition of Florida is not what the 
friends of order and progress desire, but it jb by no means what 
it has been represented, either through carelessness or political 
animosities. It is a fact worthy of note that the joint com- 
mittee appointed by Congress, under the resolution passed in 
March or April, 1871, to inquire into the condition of the late 
rebellious States, reports the State as having increased its debt 
$13,000,008 in four years of carpet-bag rule, and its entire debt 
at $1 5,000,000, and the credit of the State ruined beyond 
redemption. The fact is established beyond the shade of a 
donbt, by the last United States Census, that the debt of Flor- 
ida is a little over $2,000,000 — $9,000,000 less than the Congres- 
sional Committee report of increase in four years. The census 
shows that Florida ranks as the thirty-fifth State in respect to 
total indebtedness, and that Delaware and West Virginia alone 
have less than Florida. Florida ranks the thirty- third in regard 
to population , Nebraska and Delaware ranking thirty-fourth and 
thirty-fifth respectively. The census shows that the tax on the 
assessed value of the property of Florida is $65 on every $1,000. 
The total assessed valuation of the entire property of the State is 
$32,480,848 ; total indebtedness, $2,185,838; population, 187,748. 
Our liabilities, according to the population, is $2.60 per head. 

If Cicero were living in our day he would probably burst 
forth with his indignant but sorrowful protest : " Oh, the times ! 
Oh, the customs !" while we in good round Saxon exclaim, 
" Lord, how this world is given to lying S" 

Concerning the moral honesty and intelligence of those States 
which have attempted to blot ont the system of free schools 
within the past three years, by solemn acts of their Legislatures, 
I will say nothing ; for sneh acts stamp the intelligence of those 
several Legislatures to be about equal to a Florida gopher or 
mnd-turtle, which lives in darkness the greater portion of its 
existence. There are some acts that indicate wickedness and 
stupidity to such an extent that, for the credit of our common 
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humanity, we remain silent. Happily, no such acts disgrace the 
statutes 'and laws of Florida. 

During the last four years we have had some local disturb- 
ances, but as a general statement we have had an impartial 
administration of law, and the civil power of the Government 
in this State is more cheerfully obeyed than in any other South. 
It is my deliberate opinion that the people of Florida have but 
little to complain of, in view of attending circumstances since 
the war, and whenever a reasonable complaint has been made 
by any class to the Federal or State Governments, there has 
been a large disposition to give justice and show 1 fair play 
between man and man. During the last Presidential contest 
Republicans and Conservatives, white and colored, travelled 
the entire State, each showing up the misdeeds of the other in 
terse language, and ofttimes more forcible than beautiful, and 
yet not a single conflict ensued. 

Notwithstanding the prolonged cry that has from time to time 
been made about carpet-bag governments in the South, the Gov- 
ernor, two-thirds of the Supreme Court, and four-fifths of the 
other judicial and executive officers were native citizens of Flor- 
ida, or citizens before the war, and the Legislature has been very 
nearly divided between Republicans and Democrats, 'with a large 
preponderance of native citizens. 

Florida has twenty-three newspapers, and issues annually 
about 700,000 copies; 420 church organizations, and 390 church 
buildings — many of them very rude. The different counties 
supported 147 paupers, at a cost of $10,000. The same year 
(1870) the convictions for crime were 335. The general con- 
duct of the colored people of the South since the war has been 
admirable. The entire outdoor manual labor of the South is 
done by the freed men. I do not think that more than ten bales 
of cotton ont of every 5,000 bales is the result of white manual 
labor. Texas has a larger white working element in the field 
than any other Southern State, chiefly Germans. 

Perhaps the best measure by which the thrift, prudence, pluck, 
forecast, endurance, and self-control of the newly enfranchised 
citizen is in the returns of the National Freedman's Savings 
Bank. The act of Congress incorporating this bank was ap- 
proved March 3, 1865, and this approval is said to have been 
among the last oflicial acts of that hero, martyr, saint, Abraham 
Lincoln. The total amount of deposits received from the organi- 
zation of the company, to October 1, 1871, six years from the 
opening of the first branch bank, is $25,977,435.48 ; total drafts 
during the same period are $22,850,926.47, and having on de- 
posit last March, $4,203,784.74. For the purpose of an approxi- 
mate idea of what was the proportion of white and colored de- 
positors, I addressed a note to one of the cashiers of a branch 
bank that received on deposit, for the month of Jan nary, 1873, 



71 

$12,154.54. He replied, we have 1,000 depositors, and about 
one-fifth are white. The largest amount deposited in any one 
year is that ending May, 1873, $90,000. The largest amount on 
deposit at any one time was $45,000. This bank is in Leon 
county, and the population is 15,000. I regard the National 
Freedman's Savings Bank as a great educational institution, 
doing its work silently but surely, exerting a strong conservative 
influence, wherever these branch banks are successful. The his- 
tory of the Freedman's Bank is a pledge given by the newly 
enfranchised citizen to the friends of liberty, law, and progress 
the wide world over. Here is a crushing answer to all the malig- 
nant abuse of shallow pates for the last fifty years. Nine years 
ago these people did not own so much as the hair on their heads ; 
indeed, a great many of them were in the condition of " Old 
Uncle Ned." To-day, by their actual toil, they have saved and 
placed on deposit this amount of money. If $4,000,000 have 
been saved by the freedmen in seven years, what may we not 
reasonably expect in twenty years — aye, fifty years. 

If there is a particular class of persons in this country that 
deserve the everlasting gratitude of the American people, and 
a vote of thanks by both Houses of Congress, for valuable 
services to the nation, it is the "school manna," the teachers of 
both races in the distant Sonth. Many of them, without fee or 
hope of reward, have given their most noble efforts to bring 
peace and good will to the South by means of the common 
school. Many have endured bitter persecutions of scorn, bit- 
terness, slander, ostracism, scourgings, and in some instances 
life itself has been sacrificed in this work of love — men and 
women who believed in their inmost souls the words of the 
Divine Redeemer : " Inasmuch as ye did it unto these the least 
of my disciples, ye did it unto me." " When I was sick ye 
came unto J me ; when I was hungered ye gave me bread ; when 
I was in prison ye visited me." And here to-day, in the name 
of the people of Florida, of every class and condition, I thank 
every teacher that has crossed Mason and Dixon's line, with 
the high and holy purpose of bringing peace and good will to the 
South. May the blessing of the poor, and of Him that was ready 
to perish, rest upon them and theirs to the latest generation. 

The miserable consequences growing out of slavery still rest 
upon the country in many particulars, and at least two genera- 
tions must pass before they are obliterated ; still there is much 
to encourage faithful, persistent effort to enlighten the masses 
in the South and give permanence to republican ideas and in- 
stitutions by means of the school-house. The bitterness grow- 
ing out of the late war is past, and all parties want peace and 
quiet, that business may resume its natural channels. The so- 
cial condition of the colored people is rapidly improving; the 
blessings of homes and home comforts are increasing. It is a 
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tact that, intemperance does not exist to any considerable extent 
among the colored people. Many of those things that shook 
good taste and good morals, which a few years ago were so 
prevalent, have passed away, but they still preach and pray, 
sing and shout all night long in defiance of health, sound sense, 
or other considerations supposed to influence a reasonable being. 

The four millions of newly enfranchised citizens demand in 
the name of justice the nation's solemn contract, that our na- 
tional schools of learning be free to all classes of our citizens 
without distinction of race or color. 

The conduct of the colored troops during the late war at 
Wagner, Honey Hill, Nashville, Port Hudson, New Market 
Heights, Dutch Gap, and many other bard-fought battle-fields, 
does not bv any means justify the action of mauy of the students 
at West Point and Annapolis toward the colored young men 
who have been sent to those institutions upon the plighted faith 
of the nation. Have these young gentlemen forgotten that 
only a few years since the only persons throughout the entire 
South who ventured to bring food and drink to famished Union 
soldiers, many in the last agonies of death, were the colored 
people, and that a black face was the only sure sign of a staunch 
friend? Does the conduct of the young men at Annapolis give 
assurance that they ever will be as useful, brave, and true to 
the dear old flag as Robert Small, commander of the Planter? 
It is my deliberate opinion that the capacity for future useful- 
ness to the army or navy of the young men who directly or in- 
directly aided in this persecution, is about equal to the capture 
of an Indian's breech clout, or a squaw's mush-stick in lieu of 
her petticoats, and the active use of their legs whenever danger 
may threaten their precious persons. I am for putting down 
rebels with an iron hand, whether they are in the North or 
South- It is not to he supposed for an instant that these young 
goslings, with a stripe down their leg and a spur on their heel, 
can defeat the nation's purpose, but I call the attention of the 
managers of those institutions to the fact that they add neither 
grace or glory to their several departments. 

We leave this beautiful city, Elmira, with its wealth, cul- 
ture, and charming hospitalities, in a few hours, with this im- 
pression stamped indelibly upon our mind, viz. : That no amount 
of effort expended, no amount of money applied, no amount 
of talent and genius called into exercise, can so surely bring 
peace, good will, and prosperity to the South, as that amount of 
effort, money, talent expended for the education of the whole 
people of the South, without reference to race, color or previous 
condition. And in the spirit of the thought of the sainted Lin- 
coln, may we all go forward in the path of duty, with malice 
towards none and charity for all, doing our whole duty as God 
may give us light and opportunity. 



